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A RESOLUTION congratulating Wild Turkey Associate Distiller Eddie Russell on his induction into the Kentucky Bourbon Hall of Fame. 

WHEREAS, as the son of renowned Master Distiller Jimmy Russell, and the fourth generation Russell to work at the Wild Turkey Distillery in Lawrenceburg, Eddie Russell is of an unmatched pedigree in the Kentucky Bourbon industry; and 

WHEREAS, Eddie has worked and managed most areas of the distillation and maturation process of the Wild Turkey Distillery, where he began his career as a production operator in 1981; and 

WHEREAS, after assuming the position of Manager of Barrel Maturation and Warehousing, Eddie collaborated with his father to create "Russell's Reserve," an award-winning, 10-year-old small batch of Bourbon and Rye, that serves as a testimony to the family's heritage of distilling craftsmanship and tradition; and 

WHEREAS, in his current dual position as Warehouse Operations Manager and Associate Distiller, Eddie is responsible for the barrel filling, maturing, and emptying operations, and works in full collaboration with his legendary father, Jimmy, to help ensure that the high quality, taste, and genuine spirit of Wild Turkey Bourbon endures worldwide for generations to come; and 

WHEREAS, in recent years, Eddie has traveled extensively throughout the world as a Kentucky Bourbon ambassador, educating consumers to appreciate and value all that makes Kentucky Bourbon and Wild Turkey so special; and 

WHEREAS, his pride, passion, and commitment to Kentucky, its fine Bourbons, and the Wild Turkey family of brands is evidenced each time he gets an opportunity to speak about "the family business"; and 

WHEREAS, Eddie's experience, knowledge, and hospitality made him a prime candidate for induction into the 2010 class of the Kentucky Bourbon Hall of Fame, the highest honor given by Kentucky's signature Bourbon industry, and comes nine years after his father's induction into the inaugural Hall of Fame in 2001; and 

WHEREAS, this Honorable Body also salutes the iconic Wild Turkey Distillery and its dedicated workforce for its many outstanding economic development and tourism contributions to this great Commonwealth, including Wild Turkey's current $50 million investment to double its distilling operations and supplement its warehouse capacity in Lawrenceburg; and 

WHEREAS, Wild Turkey is a key part of Kentucky's signature Bourbon and distilled spirits industry, which is responsible for 10,000 Kentucky jobs with an annual payroll of more than $440 million and $125 million in tax revenue each year; and 

WHEREAS, Wild Turkey also is a proud member of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail tour, one of the Commonwealth's most popular and fastest-growing attractions, with nearly two million visitors from all 50 states and more than 50 countries in the last five years alone;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate congratulates Wild Turkey Associate Distiller Eddie Russell on his induction into the Kentucky Bourbon Hall of Fame, a well-deserved honor from one of Kentucky's legendary distilling families. Passing down Wild Turkey's traditions from generation to generation ensures that the brand's integrity is kept alive through timeless processes and an uncompromising focus on quality. 

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Senator Julian Carroll for delivery.
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