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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor of Peggy Hyland, upon the occasion of her being named the recipient of the 2010 Vic Hellard Jr. Award for exemplary public service.

WHEREAS, Peggy Hyland served 26 years with the Legislative Research Commission staff, a truly distinguished career devoted to the emergence, full flowering, and continued day-to-day nurturing of a vibrant and independent Legislature in this Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, the full measure of Peggy Hyland’s career embodies in every particular the personal, service, and leadership qualities of this award’s namesake, the late Vic Hellard Jr., for nineteen years director of the Legislative Research Commission, who taught and mentored and relied on Peggy throughout his own years of service to the LRC, and most of hers; and

WHEREAS, the Vic Hellard Jr. Award was created in 1997 to recognize outstanding public service in the spirit he brought to it: Good humor, compassion, vision, a reverence for history but a questing thirst for our great shared future, an unwavering belief in the workings of democracy and in the innate American goodness of the people of Kentucky, all expressed through his core conviction that public service is a citizen’s highest civic calling; and

WHEREAS, Peggy Hyland’s life and career could without pause or hesitation be pointed to as exemplary of those high ideals; and

WHEREAS, Peggy Hyland joined the staff of the Legislative Research Commission in 1976, rising steadily from the committee staff to become assistant director and, later, deputy director; and

WHEREAS, Peggy Hyland was in fact named acting interim director of the Legislative Research Commission staff in 1999, during a challenging passage in the agency’s history, a testament to the confidence both legislators and staff had in her competence, judgment, and steady hand; and

WHEREAS, Peggy Hyland gained special note for her singular visionary concept: That legislative staff and resources should not just reactively deal with problems of the day, but proactively identify emerging issues and trends so lawmakers could find or develop solutions to rising difficulties, before a small cloud on Kentucky’s horizon becomes a flashing thunderclap storm; and

WHEREAS, Peggy Hyland exemplified, again in every particular, the ideal legislative staffer, offering her nonpartisan best counsel and service to lawmakers of all parties and viewpoints, never breaking trust with them, never seeking thanks or credit or public fame for the invaluable labors she provided to them and to the citizens of her beloved Commonwealth in virtual anonymity; and

WHEREAS, during her career of public service, Peggy Hyland was a trusted friend and ally to the man who inspired this award, her mentor Vic Hellard Jr., often called the Shepherd of Legislative Independence, as the two together joined with like-minded legislators and other unsung staff visionaries to transform Kentucky’s legislative branch from a mere rubber stamp, saying yes at all turns to an all-powerful Governor, into the democratic institution the Founders envisioned: A strong, co-equal partner in Kentucky’s governing; and

WHEREAS, Peggy Hyland stood shoulder-to-shoulder with Vic Hellard Jr. through years of inspired struggle, as he transformed the Legislative Research Commission into arguably the best and most professional legislative service agency of the fifty states, giving lawmakers the staffing and resources they needed to assert a public-policy expertise and competence unseen in Kentucky history; and

WHEREAS, it is this body’s sure and certain belief that, should Vic Hellard Jr. be able to speak to us from beyond the Vale, he would not just say this award in his name was properly given to Peggy Hyland, but long overdue in its presentation; and

WHEREAS, it is this body’s further belief and pleasure that the 2010 Vic Hellard Jr. Award — the first to be presented by the Legislative Research Commission itself — should be bestowed on Peggy Hyland, a beloved member of our legislative family, whose place in our shared traditions, history, and hearts is forever secure and always honored, and who in typical self-effacing fashion, modest to the end, insisted that the entire LRC staff, then and now, receive this recognition with her; and

WHEREAS, in expressing that generous and heartfelt wish, she revealed once again her bedrock belief that the folks of the Legislative Research Commission staff, in their unheralded anonymity, are each and every one vital to the successful workings of a people’s democracy, and that even from a distance of miles and some years, the daily love, care, and simple admiration she bestowed on that staff remain vivid in her heart; and

WHEREAS, this Body and the people of Kentucky owe Peggy Hyland a debt of thanks for exemplary services rendered, a debt that even this splendid award — the highest this Body can confer — cannot in full repay, although with this gesture we make a first down payment;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives thanks Peggy Hyland for her many years of dedicated service to the Legislative Research Commission and the people of this Commonwealth, and holds her in high esteem for many contributions to civic life in Kentucky.

Section 2.   The House of Representatives commends Peggy Hyland upon being named the recipient of the 2010 Vic Hellard Jr. Award.

Section 3.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Peggy Hyland.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Peggy Hyland, 2010 Village Drive, Louisville, Kentucky 40205.
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