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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in loving memory and honor of Representative Gerta Bendl, and authorizing the placement of a permanent plaque in her honor upon House chamber seat 38.

WHEREAS, Gerta Bendl was a member of in this Honorable Body from 1976 until 1987, the culmination of a career of public service and advocacy that began as a neighborhood activist and included three years on the Louisville Board of Aldermen; and

WHEREAS, Representative Bendl was a trailblazer for the status of women in this Honorable Body and in this Commonwealth, becoming the first woman to achieve the rank of Committee Chair when she was named Chair of the Committee on Health and Welfare during the 1980 Regular Session; and

WHEREAS, Representative Bendl's voice was frequently and loudly heard in support of the rights of the young, the elderly, the poor, the disabled, and the other vulnerable members of our society who have little voice of their own; and

WHEREAS, Representative Bendl's efforts were the linchpin of many improvements in our Commonwealth, from the conditions in our nursing homes and long-term care facilities to the support services our senior citizens receive, from services for domestic and child abuse to the care offered for the mentally ill and mentally challenged; and

WHEREAS, the exceptional courage it took for Representative Bendl to fiercely advocate her humanitarian causes in the face of furious popular opposition should serve as a clarion call to each member of this Honorable Body that the decisions made in this chamber affect millions of people throughout this Commonwealth today and for generations to come; and

WHEREAS, Representative Bendl's passion, her dedication, her style, her intelligence, and her social consciousness should never and will never be forgotten in this House of Representatives;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The vision and compassion of Representative Gerta Bendl serve as examples to current members of the House of Representatives as they work to improve the conditions and welfare of the people of this Commonwealth.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of our former colleague, Representative Gerta Bendl.

Section 3.   The House of Representatives recognizes Representative Gerta Bendl for her years of dedicated and groundbreaking service in this Honorable Body, and authorizes the Clerk of the House of Representatives and the Director of the Legislative Research Commission to place a permanent plaque in her honor upon House chamber seat 38.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this resolution Paula Bendl Smith, 925 Hidden Marsh Street, Gaithersburg, Maryland 20877; Kurt Bendl, 1707 East Street, Golden, Colorado 80401; and Erik Bendl, 515 South 18th Street, Apartment 373, Louisville, Kentucky 40203.
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