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A RESOLUTION honoring Taylor William (Bill) Samuels, Jr., legendary President and CEO of Maker’s Mark Distillery, on the occasion of his impending retirement.

WHEREAS, Bill Samuels, Jr., has been at the helm of Maker’s Mark for 35 years, and has overseen the tremendous growth of the brand from an emerging Kentucky Bourbon into a global icon that gave rise to the modern era of Bourbon; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Samuels is the son of Maker’s Mark Founder, T. William (Bill) Samuels, Sr. and Margie Mattingly Samuels, and is the seventh generation to continue the family’s tradition of Bourbon making, first started in Kentucky by Robert Samuels in 1784; and

WHEREAS, growing up the son of a Bourbon maker, and with Jim Beam as his godfather, everyone expected Mr. Samuels to work in the whisky industry. But always the contrarian, and to the surprise and consternation of many friends and family, Mr. Samuels decided to study rocket science at the Case Institute of Technology and the University of California at Berkeley, and then went to Vanderbilt University where he earned a law degree; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Samuels eventually decided to join the family business and take on the marketing and promotion of what was then a quirky regional Bourbon. Mr. Samuels reinvented the way Bourbon was marketed at a time when the industry needed it the most, while staying true to his family’s commitment to hand-craftsmanship; and

WHEREAS, since taking over the business from his father in 1975, Mr. Samuels has led Maker’s Mark to double-digit growth year after year, and the Maker’s Mark Distillery has become one of the Commonwealth’s most popular and enchanting tourist attractions, where 100,000 visitors each year from the around world see first-hand the pride and personal touch taken with every bottle; and

WHEREAS, Bill Samuels, Jr., will officially step down as President and transition to Chairman Emeritus on Friday, April 15, the date of the annual running of the Maker’s Mark Mile at the historic Keeneland Racetrack in Lexington, with a celebration following that night for brand Ambassadors and invited guests; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Samuels is turning over the reins of the distillery to his son, Rob, who will continue the Samuels' family legacy of distilling success as the brand’s popularity continues to grow both in the United States and internationally; and

WHEREAS, a venerable Bourbon baron and innovator, Bill Samuels, Jr., has forged a rich and enduring legacy without ever intending to do so. From the brand’s eccentric advertising campaigns to the pioneering Ambassador program and the engaging distillery experience, Mr. Samuels helped transform Maker’s Mark from a Bourbon into a lifestyle; and

WHEREAS, the picturesque Maker’s Mark Distillery in Loretto continues to make its Bourbon exactly the same way Bill Samuels, Sr., did almost 60 years ago, in small batches by skilled craftsmen who hand-cut each label and hand-dip each bottle in the Maker’s Mark signature red wax; and

WHEREAS, last summer, Mr. Samuels introduced what may well become one of his most defining contributions, Maker’s 46, the highly acclaimed first new Bourbon from the Maker’s Mark Distillery in 52 years; and

WHEREAS, in 1980, the distillery was designated a National Historic Landmark, becoming the first distillery in America to be so recognized, and also has been decreed as the "world’s oldest operating Bourbon whisky distillery" by Guinness World Records; and

WHEREAS, Maker’s Mark is one of the most celebrated stops on the world-famous Kentucky Bourbon Trail tour and is an integral part of Kentucky’s signature Bourbon and distilled spirits industry, which is responsible for 10,000 Kentucky jobs with an annual payroll of more than $440 million and $125 million in tax revenue each year; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Samuels is a true champion for Kentucky and has spent a considerable amount of his career promoting key issues such as education and health care, serving as chairman of numerous organizations including the University of Louisville Board of Trustees, the Kentucky Chamber of Commerce, the Ohio River Bridges Coalition, the Louisville Area Workforce Development Board, the Kentucky Distillers’ Association, the Kentucky Derby Museum, the Bellarmine University Board of Trustees, and Greater Louisville, Inc. He also has served as a Trustee at Jewish Health Care and St. Mary’s Hospital, and he has served on the Board of Directors of the Louisville Downtown Development Corporation; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Samuels donates much of his time and distillery resources to charitable work, from being Honorary Chairman of the American Heart Association’s Crystal Heart Ball in Louisville to the $8 million raised through the Maker’s Mark specialty bottle program for charities, including the University of Kentucky Markey Cancer Center, the UK Symphony & School of Music, the Keeneland Charitable Contributions Program, the Maker’s Mark Secretariat Center at the Kentucky Horse Park, and the University of Kentucky Basketball Museum; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Samuels has earned numerous accolades during his successful career, being inducted into the inaugural class of the Kentucky Bourbon Hall of Fame in 2001, and the Kentucky Business Hall of Fame in 2006; and being named Louisville’s 2004 Citizen of the Year, Harvard Lampoon’s Man of the Year in 2005, and Kentucky Entrepreneur of the Year in 1995, and 2005;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   With deepest respect, admiration, and gratitude, the House of Representatives congratulates T. William Samuels, Jr., on his impending retirement as President and CEO of Maker’s Mark Distillery, and salutes his many outstanding contributions to this great Commonwealth and to our signature Bourbon industry. Mr. Samuels’ marketing genius, international vision, and gentleman leadership has been instrumental in the renaissance of Bourbon, paving the way for supreme brands that have launched the Commonwealth's signature industry into an unparalleled chapter of global success. The House of Representatives also issues its profound thanks to Mr. Samuels for his lifetime of service and dedication to Kentucky, and offers its best wishes for continued success in his new role as Chairman Emeritus.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to send a copy of this Resolution to Bill Samuels, Jr., President and CEO, Maker’s Mark Distillery, 3350 Burks Spring Road, Loretto, Kentucky 40037.
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