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A RESOLUTION honoring the lives and legacies of Grant Paul Wilson, Jr., and Elaine Brice Adams Wilson, and commending the contributions of their entire family. 

WHEREAS, Grant Paul Wilson, Jr., was born in Harrodsburg, Kentucky, the son of Lorene Clark Wilson and Grant Paul Wilson, Sr. The family moved to Somerset early in Grant's life, and both of his parents would become distinguished educators. Grant's father was promoted to principal of Dunbar School, while his mother taught English and social studies at Somerset Central Junior High School; and 

WHEREAS, Grant Paul Wilson, Jr., enrolled in Somerset High School after integration. He continued his education at Kentucky State College and Tennessee State University, earning a degree in biology. He worked as an intern in medical technology at St. Joseph's Hospital in Lexington, and then as a medical technologist in Paris and Mt. Sterling, before returning to Somerset City Hospital; and 

WHEREAS, in 1981, Grant Paul Wilson, Jr., became the first African-American on the Somerset City Council, where he served for 18 years. He was also a member of the Kentucky Black Caucus—League of Elected Officials and participated in many charitable and service activities, including coaching little league football and visiting local nursing homes. He served God as a member of the first Baptist Church on Maple Street, and, at the time of his death in 2007, he was one of the longest serving members in the history of the church; and 

WHEREAS, Grant Paul Wilson, Jr., married Elaine Brice Adams in 1973. Elaine attended Dunbar High School and the University of Kentucky, earning a bachelor's degree in social work. She received her master's degree from Case Western Reserve University, and for many years worked at the Oakwood Training Facility in Somerset as Associate Facility Director. She has since retired from Oakwood, but she proudly serves as Director of Cultural Diversity for Somerset Community College. Like her late husband, Elaine is a charitable and giving person. Her volunteer work has led her to become a member of several organizations, including the United Way of Kentucky, the Wilderness Road Girl Scout Council, Somerset Junior Women's Club, Somerset Women's Civic Club, Business and Professional Women's Club, Hospice of Lake Cumberland, and the Pulaski County Public Library Board. Her selflessness and hard work have not gone unnoticed. She was appointed by former Governor Paul Patton to serve on the University of Kentucky Board of Trustees. She is also Chair of the Somerset Independent School Board, and serves on the Kentucky Black Caucus—League of Elected Officials; and 

WHEREAS, Grant Paul Wilson, Jr., and Elaine Brice Adams Wilson have three wonderful sons. David Paul Wilson attended Somerset Community College, the University of Kentucky, and Lexington Community College. Jonathon Clark Wilson earned an associate's degree from Somerset Community College and a bachelor's in criminal justice from Eastern Kentucky University. Nicholas DuRandall Wilson studied at Morehead State University, where he lettered in football, and earned a bachelor's degree in political science from the University of Kentucky; and 

WHEREAS, the extraordinary lives of their parents have guided the lives of these accomplished children. Jonathon proudly served for six years in the United States Army as a military policeman stationed at Ft. Bragg. He was deployed to Kosovo for peace operations in 1999, and guarded the Pentagon following the September 11th attacks. He entered Officer Candidate School and is currently a First Lieutenant stationed at Fort Knox, where he awaits his second tour in Afghanistan. Nicholas worked for the Kentucky Democratic Party, and served as Deputy Political Director for Ben Chandler's gubernatorial campaign in 2003. In that same year, he was admitted to the University of Kentucky's Patterson School of Diplomacy and International Commerce, where he earned a master's degree. He has since worked for the American Kidney Foundation, the Center for Strategic and International Studies, and Renaissance Strategic Advisors. In 2010, he became a White House Presidential Appointee, where he serves as Special Assistant to the Secretary of the Air Force; and 

WHEREAS, the contributions of Grant Paul Wilson, Jr., Elaine Brice Adams Wilson, and their three sons should be commended by this Honorable Body. In the areas of service, volunteerism, charitable donations, educational prowess, and civil rights, the Wilson family exemplifies all that is just and true about this great Commonwealth and its citizens;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives honors the lives and legacies of Grant Paul Wilson, Jr., and Elaine Brice Adams Wilson, commends the ongoing contributions of their family members, and wishes the entire Wilson family the very best in all future endeavors. 

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor and loving memory of Grant Paul Wilson, Jr., and in recognition of Elaine Brice Adams Wilson. 

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative Reginald Meeks for delivery to the family. 
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