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A RESOLUTION celebrating the life of William Arthur "Buddy" Blakey and adjourning the House of Representatives in his honor.

WHEREAS, William Arthur "Buddy" Blakey was born in Louisville, Kentucky, on September 1, 1943, the son of the late Grandison and Lorraine Blakey; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Blakey graduated from Shawnee High School in Louisville and obtained his Bachelor of Science Degree in Liberal Studies with a major in History from Historically Black Knoxville College in Knoxville, Tennessee. He furthered his education by attending law school at Howard University School of Law, and was awarded a Juris Doctorate in 1967. He was admitted to the District of Columbia Bar, the Bar of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, and the Bar of the Supreme Court of the United States; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Blakey, a lifelong Christian, was a faithful and devoted member of the Greater Mt. Nebo African Methodist Episcopal Church in Bowie, Maryland. He served the Lord as a member of the church choir, as a Sunday School teacher, through leading the Legal Ministry, serving on the Board of Directors for the Greater Mt. Nebo Christian Academy, working diligently with the Education Ministry, and helping young people obtain scholarships. Mr. Blakey's passion for youth inspired him to establish a Men's Ministry Mentoring Program for young men from single parent homes, and he consistently informed young people of the value of attending Historically Black Colleges and Universities; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Blakey was as devoted to public service in his professional life as he was in his personal life. His advocacy as Senior Legislative Assistant to Senator Paul Simon led to the development of the Historically Black College and University (HBCU) Act, and he oversaw the HBCU Student Loan Default Exemption. While serving as counsel to the Counsel for Educational Opportunity, Mr. Blakey assisted in improving and securing funding for various programs, such as the Federal Student Aid program, Upward Bound, Talent Search, and Student Support Services. He was inducted into the National Black College Hall of Fame for accomplishments related to the advancement of minority-related educational issues; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Blakey's career spanned more than 40 years, with more than 20 years of service with the Department of Housing and Urban Development, the United States Commission on Civil Rights, the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, and the Department of Health and Human Services. He was Washington counsel for the United Negro College Fund for 15 years. He was also a partner for nearly 15 years with the law firm of Dean, Blakey, Moskowitz and Clohan prior to starting his own Washington D.C. practice, William A. Blakey and Associates, PLLC, in 2005; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Blakey served on the boards of various educational organizations and institutions. He was a member of the boards of Knoxville College, the University of the District of Columbia, the Council on Legal Education Opportunity, and the Minority Education Program. He was the President of the Board of Directors of the Center for Law and Education in Boston Massachusetts, and Chair of the Morehouse Research Institute of Atlanta, Georgia; and

WHEREAS, William Arthur "Buddy" Blakey was a dedicated advocate for the improvement of education, and particularly minority education. His passionate devotion touched the lives of numerous individuals, especially those in the Historically Black Colleges and Universities community; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Blakey passed into his Lord's Presence on October 13, 2010, and will be remembered by all as a loving friend, family member, and faithful Christian whose spiritual commitment was apparent not only in his personal life, but in his professional life as well;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, both individually and collectively, express their sympathies and condolences to the family, friends, and community of William Arthur "Buddy" Blakey.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of William Arthur "Buddy" Blakey.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Representative Darryl T. Owens for delivery to the family of William Arthur "Buddy" Blakey.
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