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On page 1, delete lines 5 to 27 in their entirety, and on page 2, delete lines 1 to 16 in their entirety, and replace in lieu thereof with the following:

"WHEREAS, Kentucky has one of the earliest candidate filing deadlines among the states and is one of only a handful of states that have a candidate filing deadline in the month of January preceding the primary; and

WHEREAS, forty-two (42) of the fifty (50) states have candidate filing deadlines in the period of March to July, and half of those candidate filing deadlines are concentrated in the months of March and April; and

WHEREAS, any change to the candidate filing deadline would necessitate a change in the current date of the May primary; and

WHEREAS, the current primary date in May results in a lengthy campaign process for the November general election that may negatively impact some candidates; and

WHEREAS, changing the date of the May primary to an August primary would give all candidates a full opportunity to present themselves and their positions on policy issues to the Commonwealth's electorate;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   The staff of the Legislative Research Commission is directed to study whether the filing deadline for candidates should be moved from the last Tuesday in January to the last Tuesday in April and whether the date of the primary should be moved from the first Tuesday after the third Monday in May to the first Tuesday after the first Monday in August.

Section 2.   Questions to be addressed in the study include but are not limited to:

(1)
What are the current filing deadlines for candidates in the fifty (50) states?

(2)
What are the current dates of the primaries in the fifty (50) states?

(3)
What is the average number of days between the filing deadlines for candidates and the date of the primary within the fifty (50) states?

(4)
What is the average number of days between the date of the primary and the general election within the fifty (50) states?

(5)
Would changing the current filing deadlines for candidates and the dates of the primary have any positive or negative impact on candidates, voters, the State Board of Elections, or the county boards of elections?

Section 3.   By December 5, 2011, the results of this study should be reported to the Legislative Research Commission for referral to the appropriate interim joint committee.

Section 4.   Provisions of this Resolution to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof and to designate a study completion date."
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