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AN ACT relating to recognition of American Indian tribes.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 171 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
An applicant desiring to be formally recognized as an American Indian tribe by the Commonwealth of Kentucky may submit a formal petition for recognition to the Kentucky Native American Heritage Commission demonstrating at least five (5) of the eligibility criteria established in subsection (2) of this section.

(2)
The criteria to be used in determining formal recognition of an American Indian tribe by the Commonwealth of Kentucky shall be as follows:
(a)
Documentation that demonstrates a population of at least two hundred fifty (250) individuals who have continued as a tribe, group, or organization for at least two hundred (200) years;

(b)
Documentation that demonstrates the relationship with other recognized American Indian tribes, which shall be based on historic blood and marriage kinship ties and communal interaction of spiritual, educational, and social institutions, or other cultural relationships between known tribal communities and the petitioner's community;
(c)
Documentation that provides vital records for members of the group desiring recognition such as birth, church, school, military, medical, and local or county government records;

(d)
Documentation that shows a historic government-to-government relationship between the petitioner and federal or state governments;

(e)
Documentation that provides identification by other state or federally recognized American Indian tribes;

(f)
Documentation that provides evidence that the petitioning group has received or participated in state or federal funding grants;
(g)
Documentation of anthropological, historical, or genealogical information identifying the group as an American Indian tribe; and
(h)
Documentation of traditions, customs, and legends that are uniquely American Indian and that identify the petitioning group as American Indian.
(3)
A petition to be formally recognized by the Commonwealth of Kentucky as an American Indian tribe shall be approved or denied by the Kentucky Native American Heritage Commission.

(4)
When the commission has determined that a petitioner has met the criteria requirements contained in this section, the commission shall recommend to the Governor that the tribe, group, or organization identified in the petition be formally recognized. If the Governor accepts the recommendation of the commission, the recognition of the tribe, group, or organization shall be duly entered by executive order upon the executive journal in the Office of the Secretary of State.
(5)
The commission shall promulgate administrative regulations in accordance with KRS Chapter 13A setting forth the procedures that shall be followed in petitioning the Commonwealth of Kentucky for formal recognition as an American Indian tribe and appealing the commission's denial of a petition for formal recognition.
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