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Part I:  Measure Information

	Bill Request #:
	1043


	Bill #:
	HB 290


	Bill Subject/Title:
	Absentee ballots


	Sponsor:
	Representative Tim Couch


	Unit of Government:
	 
	City
	X
	County
	X
	Urban-County

	
	 
	Charter County
	X
	Consolidated Local
	 
	Unified Local Government


	Office(s) Impacted
	County clerks, local boards of election


	Requirement:
	X
	Mandatory
	 
	Optional


	Effect on
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Powers & Duties
	X
	Modifies Existing
	 
	Adds New
	 
	Eliminates Existing


Part II:  Purpose and Mechanics
HB 290 amends KRS 117.085 to prohibit disclosure of the identity of a voter who has requested an absentee ballot until the voter has either returned the absentee ballot to the county clerk or seven days prior to the date of the election, whichever is earlier.

Part III:  Fiscal Explanation, Bill Provisions, and Estimated Cost
The fiscal impact of HB 290 on county clerks and local boards of election is expected to be minimal.  While clerks will have to train their staff on the new rule, the change is likely to reduce overall the requests for the identity of voters who have requested an absentee ballot.  Individuals who currently make such a request multiple times in the weeks leading up to the election would be likely to only make one request. The Kentucky Association of County Clerks is in support of the change and some clerks believe the change will reduce the potential for voter fraud.     
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	LRC staff; Kentucky Association of County Clerks; County clerks of Leslie County, Fayette County, and Jefferson County
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