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AN ACT relating to school dropout prevention.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 159.010 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
(a)
Until July 1, 2015, except as provided in KRS 159.030, each parent, guardian, or other person residing in the state and having in custody or charge any child who has entered the primary school program or any child between the ages of six (6) and sixteen (16) shall send the child to a regular public day school for the full term that the public school of the district in which the child resides is in session or to the public school that the board of education of the district makes provision for the child to attend. A child's age is between six (6) and sixteen (16) when the child has reached his or her sixth birthday and has not passed his or her sixteenth birthday.

(b)
Effective July 1, 2015, until July 1, 2016, except as provided in KRS 159.030, each parent, guardian, or other person residing in the state and having in custody or charge any child who has entered the primary school program or any child between the ages of six (6) and seventeen (17) shall send the child to a regular public day school for the full term that the public school of the district in which the child resides is in session or to the public school that the board of education of the district makes provision for the child to attend. A child's age is between six (6) and seventeen (17) when the child has reached his or her sixth birthday and has not passed his or her seventeenth birthday.

(c)
Effective July 1, 2016, except as provided in KRS 159.030, each parent, guardian, or other person residing in the state and having in custody or charge any child who has entered the primary school program or any child between the ages of six (6) and eighteen (18) shall send the child to a regular public day school for the full term that the public school of the district in which the child resides is in session or to the public school that the board of education of the district makes provision for the child to attend. A child's age is between six (6) and eighteen (18) when the child has reached his or her sixth birthday and has not passed his or her eighteenth birthday.

(2)
Until July 1, 2016, an unmarried child under[between] the age[ages] of[ sixteen (16) and] eighteen (18) who wishes to terminate his or her public or nonpublic education prior to graduating from high school shall do so only after a conference with the principal or his or her designee, and the principal shall request a conference with the parent, guardian, or other custodian. Written notification of withdrawal must be received from his parent, guardian, or other person residing in the state and having custody or charge of him. The[ parent(s) and] child and the parent, guardian, or other custodian shall be required to attend a one (1) hour counseling session with a school counselor on potential problems of nongraduates.

[(3)
A child's age is between sixteen (16) and eighteen (18) when the child has reached his sixteenth birthday and has not passed his eighteenth birthday. ]Written permission for withdrawal shall not be required after the child's eighteenth birthday.

(3)
Every child who is a[ actually] resident in this state is subject to the laws relating to compulsory attendance, and neither the child[he] nor the person in charge of the child[him] shall be excused from the operation of those laws or the penalties under them on the ground that the child's residence is seasonable or that his or her parent is a resident of another state.

(4)
Each school district shall contact each student[ between the ages of sixteen (16) and eighteen (18)] who has voluntarily withdrawn from school under subsection (2) of this section within three (3) months of the date of withdrawal to encourage the student to reenroll in a regular program, alternative program, or GED preparation program. In the event the student does not reenroll at that time, the school district shall make at least one (1) more attempt to reenroll the student before the beginning of the school year following the school year in which the student terminated his or her enrollment.

Section 2.   KRS 159.020 is amended to read as follows:

Any parent, guardian, or other person having in custody or charge any child who has entered the primary school program and is subject to compulsory attendance under Section 1 of this Act[or any child between the ages of six (6) and sixteen (16)] who removes the child from a school district during the school term shall enroll the child in a regular public day school in the district to which the child is moved, and the child shall attend school in the district to which the child[he] is moved for the full term provided by that district.

SECTION 3.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 158 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The General Assembly finds and declares:

(1)
The Kentucky Department of Education is committed to providing the best educational opportunities for all students;

(2)
Alternative education programs are designed to meet the needs of students whose opportunities for success would be increased in a nontraditional setting; and

(3)
Through alternative education programs, students are provided with a variety of options and services that are essential for being prepared for postsecondary education and the workplace.

SECTION 4.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 158 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The Kentucky Board of Education shall promulgate administrative regulations to establish:

(a)
A definition of what constitutes an alternative education program, including a continuum of nontraditional programs for all students;

(b)
Guidelines for assigning students voluntarily or involuntarily to alternative education programs. These guidelines shall include but not be limited to:

1.
A description of the programs and services that are recommended to be provided in alternative education programs; and

2.
A process for ensuring that an assignment is appropriate for the student and that the student's parents are involved in the decision; and

(c)
Data collection protocols within the student information system to assist in identifying best practices in alternative education programs. The data collected shall include but not be limited to the following:

1.
Programs operated by school systems in which a student is enrolled voluntarily;

2.
Programs operated by school systems in which a student is enrolled involuntarily;

3.
State agency children as defined in KRS 158.135 receiving alternative education or intervention services;

4.
The types of alternative education programs being offered to students across the Commonwealth;

5.
The number of students enrolled in alternative education programs;

6.
The duration of the student's enrollment in an alternative education program;

7.
The student's transition, if appropriate, from the alternative education program to another educational program, depending on the student's needs;

8.
Teacher certification levels at alternative education programs; and

9.
Costs and expenditures for students and programs as reported by local districts.

(2)
Local school districts shall adhere to the data collection protocols established under subsection (1)(c) of this section and track the academic progress of students enrolled in alternative education programs.

(3)
By December 1, 2013, and each December 1 thereafter, the Kentucky Department of Education shall forward a report on the data collected under subsection (2) of this section to the Interim Joint Committee On Education.

SECTION 5.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 158 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The local school districts shall recruit and maintain teachers in an alternative education program that are committed to creating and maintaining safe and engaging learning environments, and educators shall be knowledgeable about alternative education programs geared to serving students whose opportunities for success would be increased in a nontraditional setting.

(2)
For students referred for nonacademic reasons to an alternative education program:

(a)
Only certified non-first-year teachers are to be utilized in an alternative education program except upon approval of a waiver by the Commissioner of Education; and

(b)
A certified or classified staff member who is being disciplined by a school district shall not be assigned to an alternative education program.

(3)
Local school districts shall provide appropriate staff development for all staff working with students in alternative education programs.

SECTION 6.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 158 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
Local school districts shall track alternative education program expenditures in accordance with the Chart of Accounts promulgated by the Kentucky Board of Education pursuant to KRS 156.160 and 156.200.

(2)
Local boards of education and local school districts shall report alternative education program expenditures to the Kentucky Department of Education in accordance with the financial reporting requirements in KRS 157.060.

Section 7.   KRS 158.812 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
It is the intent of the General Assembly to provide rigorous academic and career and technical education programs that are relevant for all students and that encourage at-risk students to graduate from high school and to be prepared to enter postsecondary education institutions or the workforce with needed skills.

(2)
The purposes of elementary and secondary education programs of career and technical education are to:

(a)
Provide students opportunities to understand the relevance of and master[increase] academic skills in mathematics, science, English, reading, and communications, as well as technical literacy in broad-based career fields[work-based settings];

(b)
Provide students a variety of opportunities to master the usage of technology;

(c)
Prepare individuals with specialized, transferable academic skills and technical skills for gainful employment in entry-level positions in broad-based career fields; and

(d)
Assist individuals to make[in the process of preparing for successful] transitions[transition] from school to work,[ or] to postsecondary education, or to the military, or from one (1) career to another.

(3)[(2)]
The General Assembly acknowledges that:

(a)
Rigorous, relevant and high-quality career and technical education offers students an opportunity to develop skills in mathematics, science, English, reading, communication, problem-solving, technology, and career and technical areas that are essential to meet the goals for Kentucky education as described in KRS 158.6451, and that[to] help students achieve the capacities required of all students as set forth[and defined] in KRS 158.645;

(b)
Students need access to programs that meet high standards,[ and] connect technical skills with core academic requirements for high school students, and align with postsecondary education requirements and business and industry needs;

(c)
Students can accelerate their overall scholastic achievement when given an opportunity to learn in an integrated school- and work-based environment;[ and]
(d)
Students are less likely to drop out of school when they are making academic progress and see relevance in the program of study to their future potential for success; and

(e)
The General Assembly has a responsibility to provide the resources that recognize the increased costs for offering high-quality, relevant career and technical education programs.
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