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A RESOLUTION commending Robert N. Clay on the occasion of his being named recipient of the Equine Land Conservation Resource's Anson W. Taylor Jr. Award for leadership in equine land conservation.

WHEREAS, Three Chimneys Farm is recognized in the Thoroughbred industry as exhibiting sustainability and using best management practices in equine production; and

WHEREAS, Robert N. Clay, along with his wife, Blythe, began in the equine industry in 1972 with a dream, a plan, and 100 acres of undeveloped land; and

WHEREAS, Three Chimneys Farm is now spread across 2300 acres and operates as a full service thoroughbred farm, with several broodmare divisions, a yearling and sales prep division, a fully functioning vet laboratory, and more; and

WHEREAS, the Three Chimneys Stallion Division was built in 1984; the first stallion to stand at Three Chimneys was Champion Slew O' Gold; followed in 1985 by undefeated Triple Crown winner Seattle Slew; and

WHEREAS, in the mid-1980s, Mr. Clay took the unusual step of limiting the farm's stallion population; thereby establishing a niche for the farm as a boutique, where "The Idea is Excellence"; and

WHEREAS, the farm today has been or continues to be the home of Kentucky Derby winners Silver Charm, Smarty Jones, Big Brown, and several leading sires, such as Dynaformer; and

WHEREAS, Robert N. Clay has taken on many leadership roles in the Thoroughbred industry, including serving as president of the National Thoroughbred Association, a founding member of the National Thoroughbred Racing Association Board of Directors, Breeder's Cup board member, president of the Thoroughbred Owners and Breeders Association, a member of the Jockey Club, the Keeneland Association, and the Kentucky Thoroughbred Association. He is currently secretary of the American Horse Council; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Clay has taken on many leadership roles in the Commonwealth itself, including serving as a trustee for the University of Kentucky, and a member of the Midway College Board of Directors. He is a co-founder and past chairman of the Bluegrass Tomorrow, a regional planning and land management program, and the Bluegrass Conservancy; and

WHEREAS, in addition to its standing in the Thoroughbred industry, Three Chimneys Farm, under the guidance of Mr. Clay, is a shining example of land conservation and environmental practices; and

WHEREAS, the farm creatively deals with muck management, undertakes recycling projects, conducts stream restoration, and has an established tree nursery; and

WHEREAS, in light of his commitment to ensuring the future of the horse industry while also conserving the land on which it thrives, Mr. Clay was honored recently as the recipient of the Equine Land Conservation Resources 2010 Anson W. Taylor Jr. Award for Leadership in Equine Land Conservation; 

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   Members of this August Body, both individually and collectively, do hereby commend Mr. Robert N. Clay on the occasion of his being named the 2010 recipient of the Equine Land Conservation Resources Anson W. Taylor Jr. Award for Leadership in Equine Land Conservation.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Robert N. Clay's receipt of the Anson M. Taylor Award, and for his contributions to the equine industry, and to equine land conservation practices.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit copies of this Resolution to Robert N. Clay in care of Three Chimneys Farm, P.O. Box 114, Midway, KY 40347.
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