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A RESOLUTION honoring Jim Beam Distillery on the 75th anniversary of its historic Clermont Plant.

WHEREAS, Beam Global Spirits and Wine recently celebrated the 75th anniversary of its historic Jim Beam Distillery in Clermont, home of the world's number one selling Bourbon whiskey, Jim Beam; and

WHEREAS, this landmark property in Bullitt County originally was the site of the Murphy Barber Distillery, and sat adjacent to a rock quarry owned by the legendary Bourbon distiller Jim Beam, who purchased the defunct distillery in 1920 just as Prohibition was going into effect; and

WHEREAS, after Prohibition, Jim Beam and his son, Jeremiah, and his nephew Carl Beam, renovated and rebuilt the plant in a mere 120 days, opening on an early spring day in 1935, to celebrate the First Family of Bourbon's return to Kentucky's signature industry; and

WHEREAS, the distillery today employs more than 300 people and welcomes more than 80,000 visitors annually as part of the famous Kentucky Bourbon Trail tour, and produces many of the world's most notable Bourbon brands, including Jim Beam, Basil Hayden's, Knob Creek, Baker's, and Booker's; and

WHEREAS, more than 600,000 barrels of Bourbon are aged in the 27 rack houses on the distillery grounds, and 90 million bottles of spirits are bottled there annually and shipped to more than 200 countries worldwide; and

WHEREAS, the Jim Beam tourism development project, scheduled for completion in 2012, will feature a new state-of-the-art welcome center complex where an expected 200,000 visitors each year will learn more about the rich history and heritage of Jim Beam and the historic Clermont plant; and

WHEREAS, Jim Beam is a key part of Kentucky's signature Bourbon and distilled spirits industry, which is responsible for 10,000 Kentucky jobs with an annual payroll of more than $440 million and $125 million in tax revenue each year; and

WHEREAS, Jim Beam is also a proud member of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail tour, one of the Commonwealth's most popular and fastest-growing attractions, with nearly 2 million visitors from all 50 states and more than 50 countries in the last five years alone; and

WHEREAS, this Honorable Body should toast the Jim Beam Distillery and its proud Kentucky workforce on the 75th anniversary of the Clermont plant, for the iconic role it has played in shaping Jim Beam Bourbon into the world's number one selling Bourbon, and for its continued economic development and tourism contributions to our Commonwealth; 

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby recognize and honor Jim Beam Distillery on the occasion of the 75th anniversary of its historic Clermont plant, and affirms that its leading role in Kentucky's signature Bourbon industry continues to benefit the people of this great Commonwealth and nation.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Jeff Conder, Vice President, Americas Operations, Beam Global Spirits and Wine, 526 Happy Hollow Road, Clermont, Kentucky 40110.
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