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AN ACT relating to archaeological resources.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 164.705 is amended to read as follows:

It is hereby declared to be the public policy of the Commonwealth to preserve archaeological sites and archaeological resources[objects of antiquity] for the public benefit and to limit exploration, excavation and collection of such matters to qualified persons and educational institutions possessing the requisite skills and purpose to add to the general store of knowledge concerning history, archaeology and anthropology.

Section 2.   KRS 164.710 is amended to read as follows:

As used in KRS 164.705 to 164.735, unless the context otherwise requires:

(1)
"Archaeological site" means any place where articles of value in the scientific study of historic or prehistoric human life and activities may be found, such as mounds, earthworks, forts, mines, burial grounds, graves and village or camp sites of Indians or any aboriginal race or pioneers;[.]
(2)
"Archaeological context" means the physical setting, location, and cultural association of archaeological resources within an archaeological site;[Object of antiquity" means a ruin, monument, relic, bone deposit, artifact or any product of human workmanship of Indians or any aboriginal race or pioneers.]
(3)
"Archaeological resource" means any material remains of past human life or activities which are of archaeological interest and at least fifty (50) years of age, and shall include but not be limited to pottery, glass, china, porcelain, basketry, bottles, weapons, weapon projectiles, tools, structures or portions of structures, pit houses, rock paintings, rock carvings, intaglios, graves, human skeletal materials, or any portion or piece of any of the foregoing items. Nonfossilized and fossilized paleontological specimens, or any portion or piece thereof, shall not be considered "archaeological resources" unless found in an archaeological context; and

(4)
"Department" means the Department of Anthropology of the University of Kentucky.

Section 3.   KRS 164.715 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
No person shall willfully injure, destroy, or deface any archaeological site or archaeological resource[object of antiquity] situated on lands owned or leased by the Commonwealth or any state agency, or by any political subdivision or municipal corporation of the Commonwealth.
(2)
No person shall explore, excavate, appropriate, or remove from privately owned land any archaeological site or archaeological resource without first obtaining written permission from all landowners.

Section 4.   KRS 164.720 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
No person shall explore, excavate, develop, appropriate, or remove from land owned or leased by the Commonwealth or any state agency, or by any political subdivision or municipal corporation of the Commonwealth, any archaeological site or archaeological resource[object of antiquity] without first obtaining a permit from the Department of Anthropology upon the recommendation of the agency owning or having control of the land upon which the same is situated.

(2)
If exploration or excavation of any archaeological sites or[and] the finding and gathering of any archaeological resource[objects of antiquity] is undertaken for the benefit of reputable museums, universities, colleges or other recognized scientific or educational institutions with a view to promoting the knowledge of archaeology or anthropology, permits shall be regularly granted.

(3)
Each permit issued by the department under this section shall accurately describe the location and sites of the ruins[ or], deposits, or project area where the exploration or excavation is to be conducted and shall authorize such actions only at such location. The permit shall be upon such conditions as the department shall deem advisable for maximum effective exploration with a minimum of injury to the surrounding terrain. Each permit shall terminate upon the following thirty-first day of December, subject to an annual renewal on or before the following January 15. However, any permit may be revoked by the department at any time upon finding that explorations or excavations authorized by the permit are not being conducted lawfully or properly in accordance with its terms.

Section 5.   KRS 164.725 is amended to read as follows:

The department may designate archaeological sites and archaeological resources[objects of antiquity] and cause to be posted at the locations thereof appropriate signs or markers.

Section 6.   KRS 164.730 is amended to read as follows:

Any person who discovers an archaeological site or archaeological resource[object of antiquity] in the course of construction work or otherwise shall report such discovery to the department. 

Section 7.   KRS 164.735 is amended to read as follows:

The department may enter into contracts or cooperative agreements with private landowners relating to the preservation and proper exploration of any archaeological site or archaeological resource[object of antiquity] situated on such private land. The department may acquire, with any funds available to it for such purpose, title to any real estate upon which is located an archaeological site or archaeological resource[object of antiquity] which the department determines it is important to be preserved.
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