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AN ACT relating to death investigations.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 72.280 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The Division of Kentucky State Medical Examiners Office and its laboratory services shall prepare an annual report to the secretary of the Justice Cabinet which includes the number of drug-related deaths, the counties in which those deaths occurred, and the major categories or generic names of the drugs involved.

(2)
The Division of Kentucky State Medical Examiners Office shall prepare an informational pamphlet describing in lay language the role and responsibilities of the coroner and medical examiner in death investigations and the means by which a decedent's estate or next of kin may obtain additional medical testing of a decedent if desired at the conclusion of a coroner's and medical examiner's official activities in the case. This material shall be made freely available online by the division and distributed in print to local coroners, who shall provide it to a decedent's next of kin upon request.
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