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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of Bob Russell upon the occasion of his retirement as Senior Minister of Southeast Christian Church.

WHEREAS, it is fitting that the members of this august body pay tribute to those whose careers are spent in service to the well-being of the people of the Commonwealth; and, inasmuch as Bob Russell has made outstanding contributions to the spiritual health and well-being of countless residents of Kentucky and Indiana, we congratulate him upon his retirement as Senior Minister of Southeast Christian Church; and

WHEREAS, Bob Russell came to his calling much to his own surprise, born in Pennsylvania, nursing the ambition of becoming the coach of his high school basketball team when God spoke to him and turned him towards a life as a "fisher of men" rather than a coach of them; and

WHEREAS, Bob Russell enrolled in the Cincinnati Bible Seminary to achieve his dream and received his degree from the seminary in 1965; and

WHEREAS, Bob Russell's life and career intersected the newly formed Southeast Christian Church. This church had 73 charter members and hired Bob Russell to be their pastor; and

WHEREAS, Bob Russell demonstrated the power of God, acting through His servant, taking a church that had few members at the start of his tenure, and creating the majestic structure that is Southeast Christian Church today. Bob Russell's dynamism and faith, coupled with the hard work and devotion of his congregation, saw a doubling of the church's congregation every five years; and

WHEREAS, Bob Russell has seen the attendance of his church grow from 176 to an average attendance of 18,465 members each week; and

WHEREAS, Bob Russell does not see this as the product of his work, but as the work of his God, and remains a humble and down-to-earth man, avoiding the terms "Reverend" or "Pastor," instead remaining, "He's just plain Bob" to his congregation; and

WHEREAS, Bob Russell credits God, not himself, with the success of Southeast Christian Church, stating, "God did more here than I ever envisioned"; and

WHEREAS, Bob Russell understood that the real mission of a church is "to go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation" and has seen that the reward is not the size of the sanctuary but instead greater things: "I have seen 35,000 people come forward to receive Salvation. How fortunate have I been?" ; and

WHEREAS, Bob Russell has understood all too well the challenges of managing such a vast enterprise as a large church and began a series of conferences for pastors of churches with large congregations. This conference began with 20 ministers and now includes 150 ministers. It provides solace and advice for those tending to the needs of a large spiritual flock and ensures that the members of these congregations receive the best spiritual care possible; and

WHEREAS, Bob Russell has demonstrated his great acumen and humility by planning his transition from the post of Senior Minister since 1999, willing to see a time when he must let go and allow others the chance to lead; and

WHEREAS, Bob Russell has been a prolific author of 12 books, the writer of a weekly column and the creator of a weekly on-line sermon as well as the leader and guide of the Southeast Christian Church; and

WHEREAS, Bob Russell is not only a shepherd to his flock but also a devoted husband to Judy Russell, his wife of 40 years, and a loving father of two married sons and the doting grandfather of six grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, Bob Russell has labored in the vineyards of the Lord for over 40 years and has brought the Light of Christ and His healing Power to countless thousands, but on June 25, 2006, has stepped down as Senior Minister of the Southeast Christian Church;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the Senate salute Bob Russell upon the occasion of his retirement as Senior Minister of the Southeast Christian Church.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Bob Russell, and we wish him Godspeed.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mr. Bob Russell, Southeast Christian Church, 920 Blankenbaker Parkway, Louisville, Kentucky 40243-1845.
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