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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Cornelius A. Martin.

WHEREAS, Cornelius A. Martin was born on August 4, 1948, in Russellville, Kentucky, to the late Herbert and Beatrice Tutt Martin, and tragically lost his life on June 3, 2006. Growing up on a farm, he attended a one-room schoolhouse for first and second grades, and emerged from a large family in Greenville, Kentucky to become one of southwestern Kentucky's most prominent businessmen; and

WHEREAS, Cornelius A. Martin graduated from Muhlenberg Central High School in Greenville, and later attended Wright State University in Dayton, Ohio, where he first started working in the automotive industry. He later went to the General Motors Dealership Academy in Flint, Michigan, and purchased his first Oldsmobile-Cadillac dealership in 1985, in Bowling Green. At the time of his passing, Mr. Martin was president and CEO of the Martin Management Group that operates 15 automobile dealerships in six states, two Harley-Davidson dealerships in Bowling Green and Louisville, and is known as one of the nation's largest minority-owned automobile dealership groups; and

WHEREAS, in addition to his success in business, Mr. Martin felt the responsibility to reach out to his community, making him an inspiration to others as proof that integrity and hard work are the keys to realizing any dream. He established the Athena Award to recognize Bowling Green businesswomen and organized the Southern Kentucky Minority Economic Development Council. He served on the board of regents at Western Kentucky University, and was serving as chairman at the time of his death. He was also appointed to serve on the board of directors of the Louisville branch of the Federal Reserve Bank in 2002 and 2005. During his life, he received numerous awards, including Small Business Person of the Year for Bowling Green-Warren County; Automobile Dealer of the Year by Black Enterprise Magazine; a 2002 Time Magazine Quality Dealer Award; and in 1999, he received a Governor's Economic Development Leadership Award; and

WHEREAS, Cornelius A. Martin is survived by his wife, Gail Burrus Martin; a daughter, Amber L. Martin; two sons, Chadwick A. and Coleman A. Martin; two brothers, Finis and Howitt Martin; six sisters, Ernestine Benning, Unita Lawrence, Naomi Lorton, Barbara Swain, Anna Drake, and Shirley McIntosh; and several nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his parents; three brothers, Roy, Hume, and Lorenzo Martin; and four sisters, Marjorie Martin, Gwendolyn Brown, Viola Mapp, and Rosetta Ratchford;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate expresses its deepest sympathy upon the passing of Cornelius A. Martin, and extends to his family, friends, colleagues, and community its sincere condolences.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory of Cornelius A. Martin, husband, father, brother, businessman, and public servant.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Gail Burrus Martin, Martin Cadillac, 2210 Scottsville Road, Bowling Green, Kentucky 42104.
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