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A RESOLUTION honoring and commending Justice William S. Cooper on the occasion of his retirement from the Kentucky Supreme Court.

WHEREAS, Justice William S. Cooper is a native son of the Commonwealth and a longtime resident of Elizabethtown, Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, Justice William S. Cooper is a graduate of the University of Kentucky, the University of Kentucky College of Law, and the National Judicial College; and

WHEREAS, Justice William S. Cooper proudly practiced law with the firm of Collier, Arnett, Coleman and Cooper from 1970 to 1979; and

WHEREAS, Justice William S. Cooper served as judge on the Ninth Judicial Circuit, Division One, from February 1979 to November 1996 and during this time he served terms as the Vice Regional Judge of the Central Region, as the Vice Regional Judge of the Green River Region, and as Chief Regional Judge of the Green River Region; and

WHEREAS Justice William S. Cooper was elected in November 1996 as an Associate Justice to the Supreme Court of Kentucky, representing the Second Supreme Court District, and he has served continuously on the court for ten years where he has served as Chair of the Supreme Court Criminal Rules Committee since 1997; and

WHEREAS, Justice William S. Cooper's dedication to the laws of this Commonwealth and this nation was honored in 2004, when he was awarded the Outstanding Judge Award by the Kentucky Bar Association; and

WHEREAS, Justice William S. Cooper was also honored in 2001, when he was inducted into the University of Kentucky College of Law Hall of Fame; and

WHEREAS, Justice William S. Cooper is a proud member of St. James Catholic Church, the Knights of Columbus, the American Legion, the Elizabethtown Rotary Club, the Kentucky Bar Association, the U.K. Alumni Association, the U.K. College of Law Visiting Committee, and the American Law Institute; and

WHEREAS, Justice William S. Cooper has written numerous law journal articles and has conducted many legal education lectures throughout his many years of judicial service; and

WHEREAS, Justice William S. Cooper is a proud veteran of the United States Air Force; and

WHEREAS, Justice William S. Cooper has a cumulative 27 years of honorable judicial service to the citizens and laws of this Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, on June 30, 20006 Justice William S. Cooper will retire after a decade of service on the Kentucky Supreme Court;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby honor and applaud Justice William S. Cooper for his 27 years of distinguished service to the Kentucky Court of Justice and the members further thank him for his dedication to the legal system of Kentucky and the United States.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Justice William S. Cooper.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Justice William S. Cooper, Supreme Court of Kentucky, Hardin County Justice Center, 120 East Dixie Avenue, Elizabethtown, Kentucky 42701.
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