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A RESOLUTION honoring Justice Martin E. Johnstone on the occasion of his retirement from the Kentucky Supreme Court and adjourning the House of Representatives in his honor.

WHEREAS, Justice Martin E. Johnstone is a native son of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, born in Louisville; and

WHEREAS, Justice Martin E. Johnstone matriculated from Western Kentucky University and the University of Louisville School of Law; and

WHEREAS, after entering private practice, Justice Martin E. Johnstone was elected as a judge in the Third Magisterial District in Jefferson County in 1976; and

WHEREAS, Justice Martin E. Johnstone was elected as a Jefferson County District Judge in 1978 and during his tenure became Chief Judge; and

WHEREAS, Justice Martin E. Johnstone's professional progress continued to his election in 1983 as a Circuit Judge, whereupon in 1987 he assumed the leadership role of Chief Judge; and

WHEREAS, Justice Martin E. Johnstone was appointed to the Kentucky Court of Appeals in 1993, and in that same year was elected to that post and, in 1996, became Chief Judge Pro Tem for the Court of Appeals; and

WHEREAS, in 1996 Justice Martin E. Johnstone was elected to the Kentucky Supreme Court; and

WHEREAS, Justice Martin E. Johnstone holds the distinction of being the first judge in Kentucky to be elected to the four levels of the Kentucky Court of Justice; and

WHEREAS, Justice Martin E. Johnstone's fairness, intelligence, work ethic, and professionalism have been recognized through his receipt of the Louisville Bar Association's Judge of the Year award in 1981, the Kentucky Academy of Trial Attorneys' Outstanding Trial Judge Award in 1991, the Brandeis Law Alumni Council's Laurence Grauman Award in 2005, the Louisville Bar Association's Special Recognition Award in 2006, and the Kentucky Bar Association's Outstanding Judge Award, also in 2006; and

WHEREAS, Justice Martin E. Johnstone's cumulative service as a judge in the Commonwealth of Kentucky equals three decades; and

WHEREAS, the judicial branch of government is an integral part of our modern democracy, and one that upholds the very core freedoms and protections we, as Americans and Kentuckians, enjoy; and

WHEREAS, Justice Martin E. Johnstone has fulfilled his judicial role in the finest manner, with honesty, intelligence, scholarship, integrity, and impartiality; and

WHEREAS, On June 30, 2006, Justice Martin E. Johnstone will retire from the Kentucky Supreme Court after a decade of service on that court;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives does hereby laud, thank, and congratulate Justice Martin E. Johnstone for thirty years of distinguished service in the Kentucky Court of Justice, and, furthermore, wishes for him a fulfilling retirement as he enters this new era of his life. The House of Representatives acknowledges that Justice Martin E. Johnstone's contributions to the Kentucky Court of Justice, in all levels of his service, have been manifold, great, and have operated to forward the collective enjoyment of life, health, and happiness for the citizens of this great Commonwealth.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it shall do so in honor of Justice Martin E. Johnstone.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Justice Martin E. Johnstone, Supreme Court of Kentucky, Jefferson County Judicial Center, 700 West Jefferson Street, Suite 1000, Louisville, Kentucky 40202-2761.
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