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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Livingston Vernon Taylor, consummate gentleman, esteemed reporter, and public servant.

WHEREAS, Livingston Taylor, a native of Charleston, Illinois, and award winning reporter, departed this earthly life on March 19, 2006, at the age of 75 years, and the members of this body take pause to remember his life and legacy; and

WHEREAS, this 1952 graduate of Northwestern University served as a navigational instructor in the United States Air Force for four years before beginning his journalism career as a city hall reporter for the Muncie Star. During his tenure at the Star, Mr. Taylor won the American Political Science Association's award for outstanding reporting in the field of local government, then joined the Courier-Journal's southern Indiana bureau in 1961. From that time, he covered politics and state government as the paper's Frankfort bureau reporter from 1964 until he retired in 1987. In 1966, the Courier-Journal was awarded the Pulitzer Prize for its series on strip mining in Kentucky, and many of those stories were penned by this tenacious and talented writer. In 1974, Livingston Taylor won the Gerald Loeb Award in journalism for his stories on interest rates on state deposits in private banks, and, through the years, he earned the reputation as one of the most highly respected reporters in the state. Known for the accuracy of his stories, Mr. Taylor was intent on reporting political happenings in a tough, but fair, manner, untainted by his own political philosophy. In the words of the Courier's editor, Livingston Taylor became "the conscience of Frankfort and...state government"; and

WHEREAS, this 1991 inductee into the Kentucky Journalism Hall of Fame continued his public service, as chairman of the 1987 Special Commission on Election Reform, and as the first chairman of the Executive Branch Ethics Commission, for which he was chosen because of his independence and reputation for integrity; and

WHEREAS, Livingston Taylor will be missed by his wife of 22 years, Sally Tignor Taylor; three children, Laurie Taylor Mitchell, of Maryland; Matthew Taylor, of California; and Robin Pinter, of Michigan; and three grandchildren. He will also be missed by his church family at the Frankfort Presbyterian Church, where he served as a deacon, elder, and longtime choir member. He shared his faith as a volunteer at the Franklin County Regional Jail, where he led Bible study groups; he volunteered his time at Hospice of the Bluegrass, and in 1987, went to Nicaragua as a member of the Witness for Peace program;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate expresses its deep sense of sorrow at the passing of Livingston Taylor, and extends to his family and friends its sincere sympathy.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Livingston Taylor, whose legacy embodies these words of Felix Frankfurter: "In a democratic society like ours, relief must come through an aroused popular conscience that sears the conscience of the people's representatives."

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Sally Taylor, 1196 Ninevah Road, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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