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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Sergeant Matthew L. Deckard.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Sergeant Matthew L. Deckard, and we pause in reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Matthew L. Deckard was born on May 10, 1976, in Corydon, Indiana, and he traversed these earthly bounds September 16, 2005; and

WHEREAS, Matthew L. Deckard was the loving husband of Angela Helton Deckard; he was the doting father of a daughter, Makayla Deckard; he was the loving father of two sons, Matthew Noah Deckard and Austin Deckard; he was the loving son of Virgil L. Deckard and Cassie Gill; he was the loving brother of Michael Deckard; he was the loving stepson of a stepfather, Glenn Gill; and he leaves behind many other family members and friends who loved him dearly; and

WHEREAS, Matthew L. Deckard graduated in 1994 from Elizabethtown High School in Elizabethtown, Kentucky, and while growing up, enjoyed fishing and hunting, both pastimes he later enjoyed with his children; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant Matthew L. Deckard joined the United States Army in January 1995; he did a tour of duty in South Korea; he was a M1 armor crewman assigned to the 4th Battalion, 64th Armor Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division based in Fort Stewart, Georgia; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant Matthew L. Deckard was first deployed to Iraq between November 2002 and August 2003; he was deployed for the second time in January 2005, bravely supporting Operation Iraqi Freedom; and

WHEREAS, on September 16, 2005, the life of Sergeant Matthew L. Deckard ended prematurely when an improvised explosive device detonated near his M1A1 Abrams tank during patrol operations in Baghdad, Iraq; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant Matthew L. Deckard served his country with honor and distinction; he was buried with full military honors, including two Purple Hearts, two National Defense Service Medals, the Bronze Star Medal, the Army Achievement Medal, the Army Good Conduct Medal, the Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, the Iraq Campaign Medal, the Noncommissioned Officer Professional Development Ribbon, the Army Service Ribbon, the Overseas Service Ribbon, the Combat Action Badge, the Driver and Mechanic Badge, and the Weapons Qualifications Badge; and

WHEREAS, Sergeant Matthew L. Deckard was described by family and friends as “…an all-round family man, 100 percent… the best dad… a good soldier… perfect… wonderful person, and a wonderful dad”; and

WHEREAS, the citizens of Hardin County and the entire Commonwealth mourn the loss of one of their own who paid the ultimate price for his country and for the people of Iraq; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky has the highest respect for Sergeant Matthew L. Deckard and is deeply grateful for the sacrifice he made for the freedom of all Americans and to ensure the freedom of the Iraqi people; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Sergeant Matthew L. Deckard has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Sergeant Matthew L. Deckard and extends to his family and many friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Sergeant Matthew L. Deckard.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is hereby directed to transmit copies of this Resolution to the wife of Sergeant Matthew L. Deckard, Ms. Angela Helton Deckard of 123 Jasmine Ave, Fort Stewart, Georgia 31315;  the mother of Sergeant Matthew L. Deckard, Ms. Cassie Gill of 416 Georgetown Rd, Elizabethtown, Kentucky 42701;   and the father of Sergeant Matthew L. Deckard, Mr. Virgil L. Deckard, of 11849 Nadorff Rd, Greenville, Indiana 47124-9303.
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