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A RESOLUTION commending the University of Louisville and the University of Kentucky on their magnificent strides in cancer research and cancer treatment.

WHEREAS, the University of Louisville's "Finding Answers to Cancer" campaign has raised $46.5 million in 18 months, far exceeding its goal of $41.5 million in five years; and 

WHEREAS, more than 4,800 concerned and caring people, corporations and foundations have given money to the campaign; and

WHEREAS, most of the money will go toward attracting scientists and funding their work, including stem cell studies and research on a new class of drugs designed to keep tumors from growing; and 

WHEREAS, about $10 million will go toward renovations to make the University of Louisville's James Graham Brown Cancer Center more comfortable and easier to navigate for patients; and

WHEREAS, the University of Kentucky's Markey Cancer Center is providing advanced cancer treatment to rural Kentuckians through a new provider network that will allow community hospitals in Morehead, Mt. Vernon, and Cynthiana to get the services of the University of Kentucky's cancer specialists and upgraded equipment such as radiation treatment machines; and 

WHEREAS, the provider network will allow cancer patients to stay in their communities for a longer period of time, but will allow them to have an easier transition when they need to go to University of Kentucky's hospital; and

WHEREAS, the University of Kentucky through the provider network will give more than $4 million in new cancer radiation equipment to the Morehead hospital; and

WHEREAS, the University of Louisville and the University of Kentucky desire to make the James Graham Brown Cancer Center and the Markey Cancer Center federally designated comprehensive cancer centers, a prestigious designation from the National Cancer Institute that can open the door to more money and research; and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly of Kentucky over a period of years has invested funding for the Lung Cancer Research Project, the Bucks for Brains program, the one cent cigarette tax that is dedicated to cancer research, and capital construction funding for research buildings; and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly's funding has allowed the University of Louisville and the University of Kentucky to establish respected cancer research programs that are now in a position to continue to move ahead and become models for the nation in research and rural health care;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate recognizes and commends the University of Kentucky's Markey Cancer Center for providing advanced cancer treatment to rural Kentuckians through its new provider network that will provide state-of-the-art treatment in the communities.

Section 2.   The Senate also congratulates the University of Louisville's James Graham Brown Cancer Center on its successful fundraising campaign and wishes it well with the continuation of the campaign. The Senate further applauds the 4,800 people, corporations, and foundations that have given money to the campaign and encourages others to contribute in the future. 

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to send a copy of this Resolution to Dr. James Ramsey, President, University of Louisville, Louisville, Kentucky 40292, and Dr. Lee Todd, President, University of Kentucky, Lexington, Kentucky 40506.
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