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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor of Representative James Edmond Bruce, as he leaves this august body following more than four decades of dedicated service to the people of the Commonwealth.

WHEREAS, we, as servants in the people's branch of government, are trustees of the power granted to us by the citizens of our state, and carry out the responsibility of representing the interests of the districts we serve, and the interests of all Kentuckians. In a larger sense, we are keepers of the legacy of an independent legislative institution, a legacy that overshadows the accomplishments of any individual public servant; and

WHEREAS, in 1964, a young Jim Bruce entered this chamber as a freshman legislator from Christian County, with the dream of playing a small part in a process intended to improve the lives of our fellow citizens. Little did he know, at that time, that he would serve in these hallowed halls for the next forty-two years, longer than anyone in the history of our great Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, a native of Eastern Tennessee, Mr. Bruce came to Christian County in the early 1940s when his parents purchased a farm there, and, as he says, soon "married the girl next door." Through the years, he and his devoted wife, Janie, raised three children, and have been inseparable as partners in life, both private and public. She has been his mate, his confidant, and an unwavering supporter of his long legislative career, and has become a beloved figure in her own right as the unofficial hostess for members of the House, providing them home-cooked meals and, with her husband, offering them many years of friendship and fellowship, both in the legislative halls and in their home; and

WHEREAS, the Gentleman from Christian 9 has served on a number of committees, including the Administrative Regulation Review Subcommittee; Agriculture; Veterans' Affairs; Elections and Constitutional Amendments; State Government, of which he as served as vice chair; the Tobacco Task Force; and the Banking and Insurance Committee, of which he has been chair for most of his career. While forty-two years of legislative service have presented him with difficult decisions on major votes, he has always voted his conscience, regardless of the consequences, always concerned for the welfare of farmers, the tobacco industry, and innovative growth in the banking business. Having sponsored many important legislative proposals, he introduced two bills that had significant impact on Kentucky's banking industry. The first, sponsored in 1984, allowed for the creation of bank holding companies in connection with multiple bank ownership, and the second, in 2000, allowed banks to have branch facilities statewide. His influence has not been restricted to these issues, as he was also instrumental in the passage of Kentucky's open meetings and open records laws, which pierced the veil of secrecy in the operation of state government, and provided access to information to the press and the public. In 1979, he was the first recipient of the Freedom of the Press Award given by the Kentucky Press Association in recognition of his work on the open meetings legislation, and earned the award a second time for his support of the open records law; and

WHEREAS, Representative Bruce has shared his vast knowledge of the legislative process, serving as a mentor to both new and veteran members, offering them advice, counsel, and the wisdom of his years in the legislative arena. His reputation for exercising a steady hand in chairing various legislative committees has earned him the moniker "Mr. Chairman" throughout the halls of the Capitol, from fellow members, lobbyists, and the media;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives congratulates the Gentleman from Christian 9 upon his retirement from this body, and extends to him and his lovely wife, Janie, every good wish for many years of good health and happiness.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in tribute to Representative Jim Bruce, the Dean of the Legislature, and we commend to him these words: "The final test of a leader is that he leaves behind him in [others] the conviction and will to carry on." Those with whom you have served, and those who will follow in your footsteps, pledge to carry on, and shall remember with gratitude your legacy of service to the people of the Commonwealth.
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