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A RESOLUTION commemorating the Griswold v. Connecticut United States Supreme Court decision.

WHEREAS, in June, 1965, the United States Supreme Court struck down a Connecticut law that had made the use of birth control by married couples illegal; and

WHEREAS, the Court stated in Griswold v. Connecticut that the Connecticut law operated directly on an intimate relation of husband and wife and their physician's role in one aspect of that relation; and

WHEREAS, in that decision, the Court further stated that marriage is within the "zone of privacy created by several fundamental constitutional guarantees" and that the right of privacy is older than the Bill of Rights, older than our political parties, and older than our school systems"; and

WHEREAS, the Griswold v. Connecticut decision located the right to marital privacy in the rarely invoked Ninth Amendment, which states that the fact that a particular right is not mentioned in the Constitution does not mean that it can be curtailed by government; and

WHEREAS, this decision formed the basis for later United States Supreme Court decisions that extended the principles of privacy enumerated in the decision: the Eisenstate v. Baird decision that extended the right to use contraception to unmarried couples; Roe v. Wade that reasoned from the right to decide whether to conceive to the right of a woman to decide whether to keep or terminate pregnancy; and the 2003 decision in Lawrence v. Texas that struck down a state sodomy law by upholding a broadly defined right to private, consensual, intimate adult contact; and

WHEREAS, this landmark decision provided the first constitutional protection for birth control and paved the way for the nearly unanimous acceptance of contraception that now exists in our country; and

WHEREAS, in the forty years since this decision, profound and beneficial social changes occurred in part because women now had the freedom to control their fertility; and

WHEREAS, the benefits of planned pregnancies has contributed to improved maternal, infant, child, and family health and to a dramatic decline in unplanned, unwanted pregnancies;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives affirms its commitment to uphold the Constitution of the United States of America.

Section 2.   The House of Representatives recognizes and respects the constitutional right to privacy well set in legal precedent by the United States Supreme Court.

Section 3.   This honorable body pledges to uphold the law and refrain from impinging on the constitutional right to privacy for the individual and in intimate relations between individuals.

Section 4.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is hereby directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Justices of the Supreme Court of the United States, One First Street NE, Washington, DC. 20543.
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