UNOFFICIAL COPY AS OF  02/06/06
06 REG. SESS.
06 RS BR 1392


A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION urging Congress to repeal the Government Pension Offset and the Windfall Elimination Provision.

WHEREAS, the intent of Congress in the enactment of the Government Pension Offset (GPO) and the Windfall Elimination Provisions (WEP) was to protect the Social Security program and eliminate perceived abuses in the payment of dual benefits to certain beneficiaries; and

WHEREAS, the GPO and WEP have resulted in devastating, unintended consequences for hundreds of thousands of teachers and other public employees nationwide; and

WHEREAS, the GPO affects teachers and other public employees in Kentucky and other states who are participants in public retirement systems, but who do not participate in the Social Security retirement program; and

WHEREAS, under the GPO, a teacher who receives benefits under the Kentucky Teachers Retirement System will suffer at least a two-thirds reduction in the Social Security survivor benefits the teacher would otherwise receive from a spouse's private-sector earnings; and

WHEREAS, teachers in 15 states, including Kentucky, do not participate in the Social Security program; and

WHEREAS, the WEP reduces the Social Security benefits of a teacher or other public employee who has participated and received earnings sufficient to qualify for Social Security retirement benefits, as well as the benefits procured under the Kentucky Teachers Retirement System or other public retirement system; and

WHEREAS, the GPO and WEP unfairly target public employees, especially our highly valued teachers who sacrifice lucrative earnings in the private sector to educate our children; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky has a significant teacher shortage, loses more than 2,000 teachers annually to retirement, and must actively recruit new teachers to meet growing enrollment demands; and

WHEREAS, a federal proposal to repeal both the GPO and WEP, the Social Security Fairness Act, H.R. 147, has more than 300 sponsors in the 435 members of the United States House of Representatives and clearly indicates an awareness and acknowledgment of the devastating impact of these provisions on teachers and other public employees;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1.   That the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky urges the Congress of the United States to enact H.R. 147 or similar legislation to repeal the GPO and WEP provisions of the Social Security law.

Section 2.   That the Clerk of the House of Representatives shall transmit copies of this Resolution to the President and Vice President of the United States, to the Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives, the Majority Floor Leader of the U.S. Senate, and to each Senator and Representative from the Commonwealth of Kentucky in the Congress of the United States.
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