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A RESOLUTION to honor and commend Marcel Williams.

WHEREAS, Marcel Williams, at the young age of 17, has worked over the last 15 months to overcome a debilitating injury and in doing so has become an inspiration to many people in his Louisville community; and

WHEREAS, Marcel Williams was lined up as part of the kickoff team for the Louisville Central High School football team on Friday October 15, 2004 when, during the play, his entire life was forever altered; and

WHEREAS, Marcel Williams suffered a severe spinal cord injury during the play and he was initially left paralyzed from the neck down; and 

WHEREAS, Marcel Williams set out on the most challenging road of his young life up to that point, the road to recovery; and

WHEREAS, Marcel Williams spent the next few months in the hospital where he underwent surgeries to repair the damage to his spinal cord; and

WHEREAS, Marcel Williams was determined from the very beginning that he would walk again and so he set out to make that happen, first with a few movements of his lower right arm, then slowly as more movement returned throughout his body, and a month after the accident Marcel took his first tentative steps; and

WHEREAS, Marcel Williams walked, assisted, out of Louisville's Frazier Rehabilitation Institute in December 2004, less than two months after his injury ; and

WHEREAS, Marcel Williams returned to school in the spring of 2005 and is on track to graduate with his class this year; and

WHEREAS, Marcel Williams once thought he would play football professionally but he accepts that is no longer in his future, but what is in his future is college, where he plans to study to become an elementary school teacher; and

Whereas, Marcel Williams has taken a tragedy and turned it into an opportunity, instead of allowing this injury to cripple his life he has persevered and set new goals and dreams that he is well on his way to achieving; and

WHEREAS, Marcel Williams has inspired students, teachers, family members, and others to look beyond setbacks and see the possibilities in each new day;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby honor and commend Marcel Williams for overcoming great personal and physical hurdles and for setting such a fine example of how an individual can embrace all challenges and strive to achieve personal greatness.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Marcel Williams.
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