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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of Chief Thomas E. Kelley upon the occasion of his retirement from the Ashland Police Department on April 1, 2006.

WHEREAS, on April 8, 1963, the Ashland City Commission appointed Thomas E. Kelley to the position of patrolman in the Department of Public Safety, Division of Police, effective April 16 of that year; and through the years, Tom Kelley worked his way through the ranks, serving as Sergeant, Lieutenant, and all the way up to his appointment as Chief of Police in November of 1999; and

WHEREAS, Chief Kelley has demonstrated his dedication to and concern for police officers throughout his career, by serving on Governor Nunn's task force to study training needs on a statewide level; through his involvement in the Ashland and state Fraternal Order of Police lodges, which has benefited police officers across the Commonwealth; and because of his foresight, Ashland was the first city in Kentucky to adopt a police officers' bill of rights, even before such a measure was adopted statewide; and

WHEREAS, Tom Kelley was president of the local FOP when Governor Ford signed the pay supplement legislation known as the Kentucky Law Enforcement Foundation Program Fund (KLEFPF), which provides an annual incentive stipend to police officers.  He was also instrumental in equipping Ashland police officers with notebook computers long before they were considered standard equipment in the law enforcement profession, and was active in the development of the Regional Public Communications Center, from its inception to the present-day Computer Aided Dispatch and Records System which is second to none in the Commonwealth; and

WHEREAS, this outstanding public servant has determined it is time to retire his badge and spend time with his family who have made countless sacrifices in the interest of Chief Kelley's career;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate hereby salutes Chief Thomas E. Kelley for his many years of service to the citizens of Ashland, and his contributions to law enforcement officers throughout the Commonwealth.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Chief Thomas E. Kelley, and wishes him many years of good health and happiness.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to the Senator from Elliott 27 for presentation to Chief Thomas E. Kelley.
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