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A RESOLUTION honoring the Iroquois High School Raiders upon advancing to the Final Four of the 2006 KHSAA Girls' Sweet Sixteen Basketball Championship.

WHEREAS, Iroquois High School Raiders, followed up on a trip to the Sweet 16 quarterfinals in 2005 by advancing to the semifinals of the State Tournament in 2006; and

WHEREAS, the past two seasons have marked the Raiders' first two appearances in the girls' state tournament over the school's history; and

WHEREAS, Iroquois' season mark of 27 wins against 9 losses included a 17-1 record against 6th Region competition; and

WHEREAS, the resurrection of the Iroquois girls' basketball program is all the more remarkable because the program disbanded due to a lack of players in the middle of the 1999 season and had won just 30 games in the ten years prior; and

WHEREAS, coach Al Northington, who was hired in the summer of 1999, has accomplished one of the remarkable turnarounds in Kentucky high school basketball history; and

WHEREAS, the Raiders were led on the court by the starting five of senior guard LaQuisha "French Fry" Wharton; junior center Tiffany Simmons; and freshmen Asia Mathies, Adia Mathies, and Kayla Hickman; and

WHEREAS, other important contributors for the Raiders included senior Dynasty Jones, as well as Viviana Cordero, Stafonia Taylor, Kim Wallace, Meka Birdsong, Marion Cobb, Raynesha Goodwin, Leslie Anderson, Stevie Summers, and Victoria Brown; and

WHEREAS, the Raiders landed two players on the all-state tournament team: freshmen Kayla Hickman and Adia Mathies, who also received the First Corbin Financial Sportsmanship Award, which is given to the player who best exemplifies the spirit of sportsmanship and fair play throughout the tournament; and

WHEREAS, the Raiders' future appears bright indeed, with only two seniors on the roster and 10 of the 15 players on the team being freshmen or younger; and

WHEREAS, Coach Northington was aided by assistants Darin Cain and Dione Chandler; and

WHEREAS, it is appropriate that this body take time to recognize the efforts and accomplishments of this outstanding group of young women who exemplify the best in dedication and teamwork;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   That the members of this body, both individually and collectively, do hereby honor and commend the Iroquois High School Raiders, Head Coach Al Northington, the assistant coaches and support staff, Athletic Director Darin Long, and Principal Brian Shumate, upon the team's accomplishments in the 2006 KSHAA Girls' Sweet Sixteen Tournament, and express best wishes to the team and everyone associated with it for continued success in future endeavors.

Section 2.   The clerk of the Senate shall forward a copy of this Resolution to Principal Brian Shumate, Iroquois High School, 4615 Taylor Boulevard, Louisville, Kentucky 40215.
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