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A RESOLUTION encouraging the Louisville/Jefferson County Metropolitan Government to undertake a review of the statutes affecting local agencies, commissions, authorities, and special purpose taxing districts serving the citizens of the Louisville metropolitan area.

WHEREAS, in past years and for varying reasons the authority for the creation, organization, and operation of many local agencies, commissions, authorities, and special purpose taxing districts was established and maintained by state statute instead of local governments; and

WHEREAS, prior to the consolidation of Jefferson County and the City of Louisville the cooperative compact which had been in place in the county for twelve years resulted in the consolidation, merger, or restructuring of a number of city and county agencies, commissions, authorities, and special purpose taxing districts; and

WHEREAS, the recent consolidation of Jefferson County and the City of Louisville was a direct expression of the wishes of the citizens of the community for the formation of a new, more efficient, more responsive, and more economical form of local government; and

WHEREAS, since the formation of the Louisville/Jefferson County Consolidated Local Government there has not been a review of the state statutes affecting the organization, structure, and function of these local agencies, commissions, authorities, and special purpose taxing districts in regards to transferring back to local governments the creation, operational, structural and managerial control of these entities which continue to function within our local community and provide essential services within the metropolitan area; and

WHEREAS, as part of its responsibility to provide the community with the most efficient, economical, and responsive local government possible, a review of the state statutes affecting local agencies, commissions, authorities, and special purpose taxing districts should be conducted by the Louisville/Jefferson County Consolidated Local Government with the review placing a strong emphasis on making recommendations and proposals which would transfer control of these entities from the state back to the local government; and 

WHEREAS, the findings and recommendations of the Louisville/Jefferson County Consolidated Local Government should be forwarded to the Jefferson County State legislative delegation and the Kentucky General Assembly in a timely manner so that any recommendations or proposals can be considered by the 2007 General Assembly;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Louisville/Jefferson County Metropolitan Government, as a joint effort by the mayor and legislative council, is hereby strongly encouraged to undertake and complete a thorough review of statutes affecting the local agencies, commissions, authorities, and special purpose taxing districts within the Louisville metropolitan area.

Section 2.   The Louisville/Jefferson County Metropolitan Government during the review process is encouraged to hold public hearings during which the public would be afforded the opportunity to comment on the operation, structure, and management of the local agencies, commissions, authorities, and special purpose taxing districts being reviewed.

Section 3.   The Louisville/Jefferson County Metropolitan Government should issue a separate, final report on each entity reviewed and provide public notice of the existence and availability of any final reports and recommendations resulting from their reviews. The reviews should pay special attention to the creation, management, operation, and oversight provisions of the statutes and give serious consideration to transferring any state authorities in these areas to the consolidated local government because the creation, operation, oversight, and management of local agencies, commissions, authorities, and special purpose taxing districts should be a function of local government.

Section 4.   The Louisville/Jefferson County Metropolitan Government is encouraged to complete its reviews of the local agencies, commissions, authorities, and special purpose taxing districts within the metropolitan area by October 2006.

Section 5.   The Louisville/Jefferson County Metropolitan Government is strongly encouraged to present the findings and recommendations from their reviews to the Jefferson County state legislative delegation and to the related interim committees of the Kentucky General Assembly by December 1, 2006.

Section 6.   Copies of this Resolution shall be delivered to the mayor and members of the legislative council of the consolidated local government upon its final passage.
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