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A RESOLUTION honoring the accomplishments of Kentuckian and PGA Tour player J. B. Holmes, winner of the 2006 FBR Open.

WHEREAS, J. B. Holmes was born April 26, 1982, the son of Maurice and Lisa Holmes; and

WHEREAS, J. B. Holmes grew up in Campbellsville and attended Taylor County High School, where he was a standout golfer who won the State Golf Championship in 1998, a year when he was named Kentucky's "Mr. Golf"; and

WHEREAS, J. B. Holmes matriculated at the University of Kentucky where he cemented his reputation in the collegiate and amateur golf ranks with two Kentucky State Amateur Championship wins, a victory in the Kentucky Open, a seventh-place finish in both the individual and team competitions at the 2005 NCAA Championship, accolades as a consensus All-American, and medalist honors at the 2003 U.S. Amateur Championship; and

WHEREAS, J. B. Holmes received the greatest honor that could be bestowed upon an American amateur golfer when he was elected to represent his country in the 40th Walker Cup Matches, held in the summer of 2005; and

WHEREAS, J. B. Holmes was an integral part of an American team that recaptured the Walker Cup from the Great Britain and Ireland team by a score of 12-1/2 to 11-1/2; and

WHEREAS, after capping off his amateur career, J. B. Holmes turned professional, attempting to qualify at the PGA Tour's Qualifying Tournament, a pressure-packed, six-round event that is one of the ultimate tests of a golfer's game; and

WHEREAS, J. B. Holmes passed this test with flying colors, shooting six rounds in the sixties, finishing three strokes ahead of his nearest competitor, and earning playing privileges on the PGA Tour in 2006; and

WHEREAS, J. B. Holmes took early advantage of his opportunity on the PGA Tour in his very first tournament, the Sony Open in Hawaii, finishing in 10th place and earning $127,000 ; and

WHEREAS, J. B. Holmes reached the ultimate level of his chosen profession in just his fourth PGA Tournament, the FBR Open held in Phoenix, Arizona, when he won the tournament by a whopping seven strokes over a field of PGA stars that included Phil Mickelson, Vijay Singh, and David Toms; and

WHEREAS, with his victory, J. B. Holmes earned $936,000, and in just four tournaments became the fastest earner of $1 million in prize money in PGA Tour history, besting two-time U.S. Open Champion Retief Goosen, who did it in five tournaments; and

WHEREAS, J. B. Holmes has achieved these remarkable accomplishments in a humble self-effacing manner that bodes well for continued success on the PGA Tour;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of this body, both individually and collectively, do hereby declare J. B. Holmes to be an outstanding representative of the Commonwealth, and congratulate him upon his winning the FBR Open, salute his many golfing accomplishments, and wish him continued good fortune.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate shall forward a copy of this Resolution to Senator Johnny Ray Turner for presentation to J. B. Holmes.
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