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A RESOLUTION calling for President Bush and the Federal Government to keep their commitment to rebuild the city of New Orleans.

WHEREAS, New Orleans is a center of tremendous cultural and economic importance to the United States with one of the busiest and most efficient international ports in the country, a rich tradition of jazz and blues, and home to the most deeply rooted Carnival culture of the Americas, Mardi Gras; and

WHEREAS, on August 29, 2005, New Orleans was devastated when Hurricane Katrina ravaged and flooded the city and displaced a million people leaving them homeless and uprooting them from their beloved city; and

WHEREAS, in a speech delivered from Jackson Square in the French Quarter of New Orleans 17 days after Hurricane Katrina left a path of devastation across the gulf states, President Bush stated, "Throughout the area hit by the hurricane, we will do what it takes. We will stay as long as it takes to help citizens rebuild their communities and their lives"; and

WHEREAS, President Bush further stated, "And all who question the future of the Crescent City need to know: There is no way to imagine America without New Orleans, and this city will rise again"; and

WHEREAS, in the midst of the turmoil and uncertainty, nations from across the world proved their unwavering support for the people of New Orleans by stepping forward and pledging their help; and

WHEREAS, the people of the United States united across socioeconomic, cultural, racial, and religious lines to show an outpouring of generosity by pledging their money, time, and effort to help those who were torn from their homes and ravaged by the storm; and

WHEREAS, the relief effort has largely come to a close, and now it is time to begin the rebuilding of the city of New Orleans and the lives of its people; and

WHEREAS, there are numerous obstacles to overcome in rebuilding the city of New Orleans and in encouraging residents and business owners to commit to return and rebuild their city and their lives; and

WHEREAS, in order to rebuild New Orleans, businesses and residents must be assured that the levee system which failed during Hurricane Katrina will be reconstructed to protect the city against future storms; and

WHEREAS, five months after the devastation of Hurricane Katrina, few schools have reopened, eighty percent of residents have not returned, the city's infrastructure is still in ruins, and only half of the city has electricity; and 

WHEREAS, it is only right that the President of the United States as head of the Federal Government take the lead in helping to restore the city of New Orleans and its people;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate of the State of Kentucky calls on our President and Federal Government to keep their commitment to rebuild the city of New Orleans.
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