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AN ACT relating to school speech-language pathologist and audiologists and declaring an emergency.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 157 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
Notwithstanding any other statute to the contrary and if funds are appropriated by the General Assembly for the purposes of this section, a local board of education shall provide a salary supplement to a speech-language pathologist or audiologist who has a certificate of clinical competence issued by the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association and meets the following conditions:

(a)
Is employed by a local school board to provide or coordinate speech-language pathology or audiology services for students; and
(b)
1.
Holds a valid Kentucky credential approved and issued by the Education Professional Standards Board; or

2.
Holds a license approved and issued by the Kentucky Board of Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology.
(2)
The salary supplement amount shall be determined in the General Assembly's biennial budget and shall be added to the base salary on the local board's single salary schedule. The salary supplement shall be considered in the calculation for contributions to the Kentucky Teachers' Retirement System and shall be in effect as long as the speech-language pathologist or audiologist holds the certificate of clinical competence. A local board of education shall request reimbursement for these purposes from the fund to support education excellence described in KRS 157.330. If the speech-language pathologist or audiologist ceases to provide speech-language or audiology services to the district the supplement shall cease.

Section 2.   Whereas, the contracts of many speech-language pathologists and audiologists in the public schools begin on July 1, an emergency is declared to exist, and this Act takes effect upon its passage and approval by the Governor or upon its otherwise becoming a law.
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