HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

KENTUCKY GENERAL ASSEMBLY AMENDMENT FORM

2006 REGULAR SESSION


Amend printed copy of SB 205/GA

On page 2, after line 18 by inserting the following:

"Section 2.   The Legislative Research Commission shall designate legislative staff to study the cost of textbooks, supplies, and instructional supplements at the elementary, secondary, and postsecondary levels.

Section 3.   The study shall investigate the cost of textbooks and related materials for students attending public elementary, secondary, and postsecondary institutions, and investigate the causes and factors contributing to the high prices. Areas of investigation may include, but are not limited to:

(1)
Pricing policies of book publishers;

(2)
Development and production costs;

(3)
The level of market competition between textbook publishers, wholesale distributors of textbooks, and retail booksellers in the vicinity of institutions;

(4)
Profit margins of publishers, distributors, and booksellers;

(5)
The effects of the increased use of computer-based and Internet-based instructional supplements on textbooks prices;

(6)
The relationship between the distribution structures for new and used textbooks;

(7)
The role of shorter revision cycles implemented by book publishers; and

(8)
The manner in which textbooks are chosen, and the effect of the marketing practices and incentives provided to faculty in textbook selection.

Section 4.   The study shall be completed by November 1, 2006, with a written report presented to the Interim Joint Committee on Education by December 1, 2006.

Section 5.   Provisions of Sections 2 to 4 of this Act to the contrary notwithstanding, the Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issues therein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date."
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