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Text of Legislation:  

Amend KRS 439.3401 to include robbery in the second degree within the violent offender statute if the victim is a bank or credit union.

SB 181 - AMENDMENTS

 SCS/CI - Amend to include a retail establishment as a listed victim.



Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

Any person who robs a bank, credit union or retail outlet would be required to serve out 85% of the sentence that was handed down from the court.  This would cause a substantial increase in the number of persons that would be required to serve out 85% of their sentence before being eligible for release.   Prior to the amendment a relatively small number of persons, those who robbed banks, would have been affected by the proposed legislation.  Now anyone who robs a business would be a violent offender and serve 85% of their sentence.  

Nationwide, 4.3% of all robberies occur in commercial buildings.   The Kentucky Department Corrections has approximately 1,000 persons currently serving a sentence for robbery in the second degree.  Following the national statistics, this would mean that approximately 43 individuals would have to serve out 85% of their sentences.  Currently, an offender with the charge of robbery in the second who received the maximum 10 years would be eligible to see the parole board after 2 years.  The proposed legislation would result in a person who received the maximum sentence of 10 years not being able to see the parole board until they had served 8.5 years of their sentence.  



Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
The proposed legislation will cause a substantial  increase in the amount of time an offender has to serve will cause an increase in spending in order to provide proper housing and supervision for that individual.  This may also lead to individual wanting to serve out their sentences instead of being placed on parole so that when the individual is released from custody that person is released unsupervised. 

The current average cost of incarceration for a year is $17,198.40 for an individual.  At current costs, 43 inmates serving an additional 6.5 years on each of their sentences would be over $4,800,000.  This fiscal impact would not be felt initially. But over several years the fiscal impact would increase as an offender began to serve the amount of their sentence over 20% and it would also increase as the cost to incarcerate increases. 

NOTE:  In all cases, consideration should be given to the cumulative impact of all bills that increase the felon population or that impose new obligations on the Department of Corrections
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