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A RESOLUTION adjourning the House of Representatives in honor of the life of George Barry Bingham, Jr.

WHEREAS, Barry Bingham, Jr. was born on September 23, 1933, in Louisville, Kentucky, to George Barry and Mary Clifford Caperton Bingham, and departed this earthly existence on April 3, 2006. After attending private boarding schools during his youth, Mr. Bingham graduated from Harvard University in 1956 with a degree in history, then served in the United States Marine Corps from 1956 until 1958, rising to the rank of captain. Having spent his summers working at the family's newspapers, he took a one-year training program with the Columbia Broadcasting System in New York, and remained there, becoming a general assignment researcher for the National Broadcasting Company in 1960. In 1961, he transferred to NBC's Washington, D.C. bureau, working as a field reporter and researcher for such documentaries as "The River Nile" and "Shakespeare: Soul of an Age." The next year, Mr. Bingham returned home to Louisville, to begin his long and fascinating career in the family business; and

WHEREAS, upon his return to Kentucky, it was intended that Mr. Bingham would take the helm at the family's WHAS stations, while his brother, Worth, would be in charge of the Bingham's two newspapers, The Courier-Journal and The Louisville Times. However, due to his brother's untimely death in 1966, Barry Bingham, Jr. became involved with the management of the newspapers. In 1971, he became publisher when his father retired, and would serve in that capacity for fifteen years until the papers, which had merged, were sold to Gannett Company, Inc., over his strong objections in 1986. During his tenure, the Courier-Journal won three Pulitzer Prizes: for photos of court-ordered busing in 1976; for a series of articles on the Beverly Hills Supper Club fire in 1978; and two years later for the paper's reports on Cambodian refugees in Southeast Asia; and

WHEREAS, Barry Bingham, Jr. was known for his strong ethics and high expectations for others, and through the years, regardless of consequences or controversy, he demanded of his paper the same standards of honesty, accuracy, and integrity he came to symbolize. His passion for issues such as the environment; racial justice; educational improvement; mine safety; and integrity in public life and ethical standards in the newspaper business were unwavering. The Courier-Journal was the first paper in the country to publish complete transcripts of the Nixon White House tapes; Mr. Bingham was the first publisher in the nation to name a woman as managing editor; and he was the first to place an African-American on the masthead; and

WHEREAS, Barry Bingham, Jr. was preceded in death by his parents, and his two brothers, Jonathan and Worth, and leaves behind his loving wife Edith Wharton Stenhouse Francini Bingham, whom he married in 1963; his children, Emily S. Bingham, Mary C. "Molly" Bingham; stepchildren, Charles Bingham and Philip Franchini; and his sisters, Eleanor B. Miller and Sallie Bingham; and

WHEREAS, this remarkable individual, who made such lasting contributions to his Commonwealth and to the professional he loved so much, also enjoyed a variety of personal delights, including opera, photography, rowing on the Ohio River, and travel. In his final months, he had rekindled his interest in mining and became a dedicated opponent of mountain top removal. Journalist, public servant, conscience of a Commonwealth, Barry Bingham, Jr. exemplified the words of Shakespeare, "His life was gentle, and the elements So mix'd in him that Nature might stand up And say to all the world, 'This was a man!' ";

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives expresses its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of George Barry Bingham, Jr., and extends to his family, friends, and his community its sincere condolences.

Section 2.   When the House of Representatives adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Barry Bingham, Jr.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mrs. Edith "Edie" Bingham, 4309 Glenview Avenue, Glenview, Kentucky 40025.
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