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A RESOLUTION commending and honoring the United States Coast Guard for their heroic efforts in response to 2005 hurricanes Katrina and Rita.

WHEREAS, United States Coast Guard members descended on the devastated city of New Orleans and the Mississippi coastal communities, with winds still blowing and in uncertain waters, only to find a disaster of unparalleled magnitude; and

WHEREAS, every available Coast Guard boat and helicopter immediately launched into action, teaming with first responders from local and state governments, as well as with other branches of the military; and

WHEREAS, ten days later, the Coast Guard, with the capable assistance of the Coast Guard Reserve and the Coast Guard Auxiliary had executed one of the largest search and rescue operations in United States history by saving and evacuating more than 33,544 lives; additionally, the Coast Guard saved untold numbers of pets that would surely have perished had it not been for our humanitarian Coast Guard members; and

WHEREAS, as the nation watched the incredible rescues of citizens from rooftops by daring and highly trained Coast Guard helicopter crews, they were largely unaware of other unsung heroes like the aircraft maintenance crews who kept Coast Guard helicopters in the air around the clock; and

WHEREAS, hundreds of other Coast Guard personnel were working 20-hour days to open integral waterways, cleaning up oil and chemical spills, rebuilding stations, salvaging vessels, and rescuing citizens by boat; and disaster response teams from Paducah and their aluminum flat bottom boats ferried hundreds of displaced citizens to safety; and

WHEREAS, we pray that the United States will never have to endure a disaster that compares with the 2005 hurricanes, but we know that if a major disaster occurs, we can count on the men and women of the United States Coast Guard to protect us;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Kentucky House of Representatives hereby commends and honors the United States Coast Guard for its role in saving thousands of lives in the aftermath of 2005 hurricanes Katrina and Rita.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to send a copy of this Resolution to the Commandant of the United States Coast Guard, Admiral Thomas H. Collins, 2100 2nd Street SW, Washington, D. C. 20593
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