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A RESOLUTION urging the creation of a dedicated funding source for public transportation in Kentucky.

WHEREAS, the dwindling world energy resources will dramatically impact this Commonwealth's ability to provide safe and affordable transportation for all of its citizens; and 

WHEREAS, for every mile traveled, public transportation uses approximately one half of the fuel consumed by automobiles, and about a third of the fuel used by sport utility vehicles and light trucks; and

WHEREAS, a state initiative enhancing the status of public transportation in this Commonwealth supports the national goal of reducing dependence on foreign oil; and

WHEREAS, since 1995, transit use has increased by 23% nationwide, but the Commonwealth has inadequate resources to serve this growing need for public transportation; and 

WHEREAS, more than half of all public transportation trips are made in order to commute to work, and nearly 20% of the total of the trips are made by individuals over the age of 65 or under the age of 18 who may not have access to automobile travel; and

WHEREAS, referendums to support public transportation nationwide are successfully supported by the general population, including a recent ballot initiative for Lextran in 2004; and 

WHEREAS, the lack of a dedicated source for transit funding seriously limits the Commonwealth's ability to address the lack of access to public transportation in both urban and rural areas of the Commonwealth, despite the growing demand for services by our citizens;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Governor of the Commonwealth of Kentucky is urged to explore all alternatives to create a dedicated source of funding which is sufficient to meet the needs for public transportation in this Commonwealth.

Section 2.   A copy of this Resolution shall be transmitted to the Governor of the Commonwealth of Kentucky.
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