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A RESOLUTION recognizing the full commitment of the Kentucky State Building and Construction Trades Council, its affiliates, and the unionized sector of the construction industry to the Helmets to Hardhats Program and the Helmets to Hardhats Veterans Selection Procedures.

WHEREAS, Helmets to Hardhats is a nationwide program that connects National Guard, Reserve, and transitioning active duty service members in the United States Armed Forces with career training and employment opportunities in the building and construction industry; and

WHEREAS, the men and women who serve in the military deserve our full support for their sacrifices on our behalf; and

WHEREAS, in recognition of the fine qualities that individuals who have served in the military bring to the workplace, the Building and Construction Trades Department, together with their construction industry employer associations, established the Center for Military Recruitment, Assessment and Veterans Employment to assist veterans leaving the military in finding apprenticeship and employment opportunities in the construction industry through the Helmets to Hardhats program; and

WHEREAS, the unions of the Kentucky State Building and Construction Trades Council have always been in the forefront of Apprenticeship and Training, spending millions of dollars each year to ensure that we have the safest and best qualified workforce in the construction industry; and

WHEREAS, the construction apprenticeship system is the largest, privately financed, earn-while-you learn system of postsecondary education in Kentucky and is a worldwide model for training; and

WHEREAS, there is a need within the construction industry for men and women with prior training who exhibit discipline, leadership, and the ability to work in a team environment, and who are drug free; and

WHEREAS, the men and women on active duty in the United States Armed Forces have served their country with great distinction; and

WHEREAS, when these service members leave active duty in the United States Armed Forces, there should be an opportunity for quick reentry into civilian life, so that they may become productive citizens and pursue the American dream; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky has a highly skilled construction workforce and provides assistance to service members leaving active duty in the United States Armed Forces; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky, through the Kentucky State Apprenticeship and Training Council, has encouraged the Kentucky State Building and Construction Trades Council and its affiliates to adopt the Helmets to Hardhats Veterans Selection Procedures for service members leaving active duty in the United States Armed Forces; and

WHEREAS, the success of the Helmets to Hardhats program has brought recognition to the Building and Construction Trades Department and the unionized sector of the construction industry; and

WHEREAS, the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Kentucky State Building and Construction Trades Council, its affiliates, and the Kentucky construction industry encourage construction workers to become active in the National Guard and Reserve;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The House of Representatives hereby recognizes the full commitment of the Kentucky State Building and Construction Trades Council, its affiliates, and the unionized sector of the construction industry to the Helmets to Hardhats Program and the Helmets to Hardhats Veterans Selection Procedures.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mr. Larry L. Roberts, State Director, Kentucky State Building and Construction Trades Council, 5247 U.S. 127 North, Frankfort, Kentucky 40601.
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