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AN ACT relating to financing mine rescue.

WHEREAS, after a series of emergencies at coal mines in West Virginia and Kentucky, both states and the United States Mine Safety and Health Administration (MSHA) are examining technological advancements in mine safety equipment; and

WHEREAS, West Virginia passed emergency legislation mandating the deployment of additional self-contained self-rescuer devices (SCSRs) and wireless tracking and communications devices, and the MSHA is examining the efficacy of using emergency rescue chambers in coal mines; and

WHEREAS, the costs associated with the deployment of additional mine rescue technologies to be used in underground coal mines would be borne exclusively by the coal mine licensee, and those costs could be high enough to make Kentucky coal less competitive both nationally and regionally;

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   There is hereby established a Mine Equipment Task Force. The task force shall examine ways to finance the deployment of mine safety equipment such as wireless tracking and communications devices, mine rescue chambers, and any other experimental measures approved by the Office of Mine Safety and Licensing that will create locations of refuge and aid in the evacuation of a mine during a mine emergency. 

Section 2.   The task force shall be composed of nine members and shall include the following:

(1)
Three members of the Senate appointed by the President of the Senate;

(2)
Three members of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House;

(3)
One member whose name shall be submitted by the secretary of the Environmental and Public Protection Cabinet to the Legislative Research Commission for appointment to represent the Office of Mine Safety and Licensing;

(4)
One member appointed by the Legislative Research Commission who shall represent licensed coal mines; and

(5)
One member appointed by the Legislative Research Commission who shall represent labor, preferably an individual from a mine rescue team.

Section 3.   Members of the Mine Equipment Task Force shall not receive a salary for serving on the task force, but shall be eligible to receive reimbursement for travel-related expenses.

Section 4.   The Mine Equipment Task Force shall meet not less than three times during the 2006 interim. The task force shall report its findings and recommendations to the Legislative Research Commission for referral to the appropriate committee or committees no later than December 1, 2006.

Section 5.   Provisions of this Act to the contrary notwithstanding, the Legislative Research Commission shall have the authority to alternatively assign the issued identified herein to an interim joint committee or subcommittee thereof, and to designate a study completion date.
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