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SUBJECT/TITLE
Straight ticket voting

SPONSOR
Representative Ken Upchurch

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;
X
Urban-County

X
Charter County
X
Consolidated Local

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 County Board of Elections, County Clerks

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 657 would eliminate the provision for straight party ticket voting and require that each candidate must be voted for individually. Specifically it amends KRS 117.085 related to absentee ballots; KRS 117.125 to provide that voting machines shall not have straight ticket voting capability; KRS 117.145 to provide that no absentee ballot in a regular election shall permit a voter to vote a straight political party ticket; KRS 117.381 to eliminate requirement for voting machines to have straight ticket voting capability; KRS 118.025 to provide that no voting machine shall permit a voter at a regular election to vote a straight political party ticket.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 657 on local government would be nil. In eliminating straight party ticket voting, voting machines would have to be re-configured to eliminate this option. However, since the machine ballot set-up must be programmed before every election, there would be no additional cost to eliminating the straight ticket lever alternative. It may take a little more time to tally the paper absentee ballots, but this would not add a new expense to the local board of elections or County Clerks.

DATA SOURCE(S)
LRC Staff; County Clerks in Jefferson, Fayette, Franklin, and Graves counties.  
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