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AN ACT relating to health care disparities.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 194A IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
As used in this section, "health" shall mean the presence of a complete state of physical, psychological, social, and economic well-being; "health" shall not mean the mere absence of disease or infirmity.

(2)
The Cabinet for Health and Family Services shall assess the health and health care disparities among Kentucky citizens and the progress that has been made toward meeting the goal of Healthy People 2010 to eliminate health and health care disparities. The assessment shall:

(a)
Evaluate the extent of racial and ethnic differences in health and health care in Kentucky that are not attributable to known factors, including access to care related to the ability to pay or the lack of health insurance;
(b)
Identify the potential sources of racial and ethnic disparities in health and health care, including but not limited to the role of bias, discrimination, and stereotyping by individuals, including patients and providers, and within the health care delivery system;

(c)
Assess the health and health care disparities that exist among racial groups, including but not limited to African Americans and Latinos, for the following diseases or risk factors:

1.
Low birth weight and infant mortality rates;

2.
Heart disease;

3.
Cancer;

4.
Diabetes;

5.
Human immunodeficiency virus (HIV);

6.
Stroke;

7.
Homicide, suicide, and accidents;

8.
Adult and childhood immunizations; and

9.
Asthma; and

(d)
Address the twenty-eight (28) focus areas and the ten (10) leading health indicators identified in the United States Department of Health and Human Services' Healthy People 2010 publications.
(3)
The cabinet shall design a multilevel strategy with specific interventions designed to reduce health and health care disparities and improve the quality of life of racial and ethnic groups, including but not limited to African Americans and Latinos. The strategy shall include interventions to:

(a)
Increase awareness among patients, payors, health plan purchasers, health care providers, and society-at-large of the gap in health care for racial and ethnic groups; and
(b)
Reduce the disparities among racial and ethnic groups, which shall include but not be limited to the disease and risk factors listed in subsection (2) of this section. The plan shall be based on the findings of the assessment required under subsection (2) of this section. 
(4)
The assessment required in subsection (2) of this section shall be submitted to the Governor, the Legislative Research Commission, and the Interim Joint Committee on Health and Welfare no later than December, 2006. The strategy design required in subsection (3) of this section shall be submitted to the Legislative Research Commission and the Interim Joint Committee on Health and Welfare no later than September, 2007. Progress reviews shall be submitted at least every two (2) years thereafter.
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