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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of Gary Toebben upon the occasion of his retirement as Chief Executive Officer of the Northern Kentucky Chamber of Commerce ("the Chamber") and his acceptance of the position of President and CEO of the Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce.

WHEREAS, it is fitting that the members of this august body pay tribute to those whose careers are spent in service to the people of the Commonwealth; and, inasmuch as Gary Toebben has made outstanding contributions to the prosperity and well-being of countless residents of Northern Kentucky, we congratulate him for his efforts and wish him only the best in his future endeavors at the Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce; and

WHEREAS, Gary Toebben began his long and distinguished career in economic development in 1972 as the Facilities Development Director for the Nebraska Department of Economic Development; and

WHEREAS, within three years, Gary Toebben developed two significant museum attractions for the state and people of Nebraska; and

WHEREAS, Gary Toebben's achievements, skills, and abilities were recognized in the Midwest during an 18-year career at North Platte, Nebraska and Lawrence, Kansas Chambers of Commerce; and

WHEREAS, the Northern Kentucky Chamber of Commerce determined that only a person of outstanding abilities and capacity could succeed former CEO John Garman at the Chamber's helm, and named Gary Toebben as its President and CEO in 1999; and

WHEREAS, from that moment on, Gary Toebben and the Chamber have never looked back, and Gary Toebben's tenure has been one of hard work and high achievement; and

WHEREAS, Gary Toebben has not only focused the Chamber's efforts on issues of economic development, but also broadened the Chamber's concern to include issues of quality of life and educational opportunities in Northern Kentucky, thus striving to make Northern Kentucky a truly better, not simply a richer place, to live; and

WHEREAS, Gary Toebben's plaudits and praise from local officials, members of this august body, and educational officials throughout Northern Kentucky serve as badges of honor, demonstrating Gary Toebben's ability to work with diverse interests for a common cause; and

WHEREAS, Gary Toebben has been recognized by his peers, both in the Commonwealth and in the nation, for his outstanding qualities as a manager and promoter of economic opportunity and development, having been Chair of the American Chamber of Commerce Executives Board of Directors and a trustee of the American Chamber of Commerce Executives; and

WHEREAS, Gary Toebben has served on the Northern Kentucky University Foundation Board of Trustees and the Northern Kentucky University Family Owned Business Center Board of Trustees, demonstrating his commitment to local educational opportunities and the fusion of higher education and local businesses for the betterment of both; and

WHEREAS, Gary Toebben's abilities have been recognized by the Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce and Gary Toebben assumes the duties of President and CEO of the Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce in July, 2006, becoming the head of a chamber representing two major airports, one seaport, and the nation's second largest metropolitan area; and

WHEREAS, Gary Toebben's efforts on behalf of the Northern Kentucky Chamber of Commerce and the residents of Northern Kentucky will long be remembered and spoken of with appreciation and deep regret at his moving on;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of the Senate salute Gary Toebben upon the occasion of his retirement as CEO of the Northern Kentucky Chamber of Commerce.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Gary Toebben, and we wish him Godspeed in all his endeavors with the Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Mr. Gary Toebben, 300 Buttermilk Pike, Suite 330, PO Box 17416, Fort Mitchell, Kentucky 41017-0416.
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