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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in honor of the life and achievements of Charles Edward Taylor and the Aircraft Maintenance Technicians of Kentucky, recognizing the essential role of aviation maintenance technicians in ensuring the safety and security of civil and military aircraft, and designating May 24th as "Aviation Maintenance Technician Day."

WHEREAS, in 1902, Charles Edward Taylor began working as a machinist for Orville and Wilbur Wright at the Wright Cycle Company in Dayton, Ohio; and

WHEREAS, in six weeks, using only a metal lathe, drill press, and hand tools, Charles Edward Taylor built the 12-horsepower engine that was used to power the Wright brothers' first flying machine, and his ingenuity earned Charles Edward Taylor a place in aviation history when the Wright brothers successfully flew their airplane in controlled flight on December 17, 1903; and

WHEREAS, Charles Edward Taylor remained humble despite his amazing achievements and had a successful career in aviation maintenance for more than 60 years, resulting in the establishment of the Charles Edward Taylor Master Mechanic Award by the Federal Aviation Administration, which recognizes individuals with aviation maintenance experience of 50 years or more. As a result of his personal commitment to excellence in aviation maintenance, Mr. Taylor has become a hero, a model, and a trailblazer to aircraft maintenance technicians worldwide; and

WHEREAS, aviation maintenance technicians, including the skilled Aircraft Maintenance Technicians of Kentucky, play an essential role in ensuring the safety of civil and military aircraft, and the integrity of aircraft used in United States air commerce is personally guaranteed by the federally certified men and women who comprise the aviation maintenance professional workforce. Their duties are critical to United States homeland security and an integral component of the nation's aerospace industry;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate hereby recognizes May 24th as "Aviation Maintenance Technician Day" in honor of the life and achievements of Charles Edward Taylor, the Aircraft Maintenance Technicians of Kentucky, and all the men and women who dedicate their skills to the safety of air travel.

Section 2.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in honor of Charles Edward Taylor, the Aircraft Maintenance Technicians of Kentucky, and all the men and women who dedicate their skills to the safety of air travel.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the Senate is directed to transmit a copy of this Resolution to Kenneth MacTiernan, Director, Aircraft Maintenance Technicians Association, P.O. Box 211591, Chula Vista, California 91921.
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