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MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
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Requirement:
X
Mandatory
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Effect on
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X
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PURPOSE/MECHANICS

SB 225 GA retains the original provisions of SB 225, and deletes a provision currently found in KRS 198B.420 which caps the number of elevator inspectors which can be hired by the Office of Housing, Buildings and Construction. The bill relates to the inspection of mechanical devices, such as escalators, moving sidewalk, and fixed guideway systems. It requires persons inspecting fixed guideway systems to hold a certificate of competency from the Office of Housing, Buildings and Construction. It requires the office to promulgate administrative regulations establishing training and certification requirements for fixed guideway system inspectors, and it requires the office to administer all aspects of the State Fixed Guideway System Inspection Program.

An owner of a fixed guideway system must register each system with the office, and have annual inspections of moving sidewalks and fixed guideway systems. The office must apprise the owner of safety requirements and changes. It prohibits the operation of an elevator that has been inspected and that does not have a copy of the certificate of operation conspicuously posted on the system. It prohibits the issuance of a certificate if the system has not been inspected and a report of the inspection has not been filed with the office. It requires that a permit be obtained prior to installing or moving a fixed guideway system to another location, and requires that the construction plans be submitted with the application for a permit. It permits the office inspector of fixed guideway systems to post a notice on or seal a system that is defective or dangerous, and prohibits anyone from removing the notice or seal.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of SB 225 GA on local government would be nil. The bill adds safety guidelines and inspections of "escalators", "moving sidewalks", and "fixed guideway systems" to those definitions covered by KRS 198B.410 to 198B.540. However, the Office of Housing, Buildings and Construction already operates a safety inspection program which includes escalators and moving sidewalks, but these terms were not specifically mentioned in the definition section of the statute. 

The bill adds "fixed guideway systems" known as trams, which heretofore have not been inspected. There are two trams located in the Commonwealth, both at the Greater Cincinnati-Northern Kentucky International Airport. The bill would authorize the Office of Housing, Buildings and Construction to inspect and provide safety requirements for these. The trams at the airport are privately owned and therefore there would be no impact on local government. 
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