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AN ACT relating to cancer research.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 211 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The General Assembly finds and declares that:

(1)
Cancer is becoming the leading cause of death for Kentuckians;

(2)
Various cancer disease subtypes require sophisticated research to guide oncologists in the use of expensive and dangerous chemotherapeutic drugs;

(3)
An initiative on cancer research, including but not limited to cancer tissue storage for persons affected by cancer, is needed throughout the state to facilitate research; and

(4)
The involvement of cancer specialists, the Department for Public Health of the Cabinet for Health and Family Services, and Kentucky's universities in a statewide cancer initiative provides excellent opportunities to utilize Kentucky's high rates of cancer to promote translational research to improve cancer treatment outcomes.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 211 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The Kentucky Cancer Tissue Registry Initiative (KCTRI) is hereby created with program goals that include, but are not limited to:

(a)
Reducing the incidence of deaths from cancer in Kentucky;

(b)
Measurably reducing health care costs associated with cancer in Kentucky; and

(c)
Improving access to best practices and protocols for cancer treatment for all Kentuckians through an electronic network.

(2)
The KCTRI shall be governed by a board appointed by the Governor no later than August 1, 2006, that is composed of:

(a)
The chair of the Kentucky Cancer Caucus, or a subsequent professional society or association representing the Kentucky oncology community, who shall serve as chair of the KCTRI during the first term. The board shall elect its chair after the first term and may re-elect the current chair;

(b)
The secretary of the Cabinet for Health and Family Services, or designee;

(c)
The commissioner of the Department for Public Health, or designee;

(d)
The members of the board of directors of the Kentucky Cancer Caucus, which includes one (1) representative from each of the following organizations, practitioners, or entities:

1.
The Cancer Committee of the Kentucky Medical Association;

2.
The Kentucky Chapter of the Oncology Nursing Society;

3.
A provider of health insurance offering benefits in Kentucky;

4.
A representative of the pharmaceutical industry specializing in cancer treatment;

5.
A representative of a licensed hospital doing business in Kentucky;

6.
A representative of the Kentucky Cancer Research Foundation; and

7.
A representative of the Kentucky Lung Cancer Research Program;

(e)
Two (2) physicians experienced in cancer research and treatment; and

(f)
Others as deemed appropriate by the Governor.
(3)
(a)
Members serving under paragraphs (a) to (d) of subsection (2) of this section shall serve by virtue of their positions and shall be permanent members of the board.

(b)
Members appointed under paragraphs (e) and (f) of subsection (2) of this section shall serve three (3) year terms and may be appointed to no more than two (2) consecutive terms. Members shall continue to serve until a successor is appointed.
(4)
The KCTRI board shall meet at least quarterly or upon the call of the chair.

(5)
The KCTRI board may appoint committees, subcommittees, advisory councils, ad hoc groups, or other groups to assist in the furtherance of the goals of the KCTRI. Members serving under this subsection need not be members of the KCTRI board.

SECTION 3.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 211 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The KCTRI board shall establish goals and business plans for one (1), three (3), five (5), and ten (10) year time periods that include, but are not limited to, benchmark measures on:

(a)
A nonprofit organization to provide registry gatekeeper functions, including but not limited to the operation, maintenance, privacy, and security of the registry;

(b)
Strategies for an individual to designate research donor status and entry into the registry at the time of surgery, online registration, and removal or exit from the registry;

(c)
Public awareness and educational efforts relating to the registry; and

(d)
Patient privacy and security protections as required by federal and state law.

(2)
The board shall submit a written report to the Interim Joint Committee on Appropriations and Revenue and the Interim Joint Committee on Health and Welfare no later than August 1, 2007.

SECTION 4.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 211 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The Kentucky Cancer Tissue Registry Initiative fund (KCTRI fund) is created as a separate revolving fund that shall consist of proceeds from grants, contributions, or other moneys made available for the purposes of Sections 1 to 4 of this Act.

(2)
The KCTRI fund amounts not expended at the close of a fiscal year shall not lapse, but shall be carried forward to the next fiscal year.

(3)
Any interest earnings of the KCTRI fund shall become part of the fund and shall not lapse.

(4)
KCTRI funds shall be used to support the Kentucky Cancer Tissue Registry Initiative established under Section 2 of this Act. Funds may be expended in accordance with Sections 1 to 4 of this Act and distributed as directed by the board established under Section 2 of this Act.
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