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A RESOLUTION urging the Kentucky Retirement Systems to review the feasibility of offering a pension plan for volunteer firefighters.

WHEREAS, Kentucky's volunteer firefighters provide an invaluable service to the Commonwealth of Kentucky; and

WHEREAS, the safety and well-being of the citizens of the Commonwealth of Kentucky depend on the recruitment and retention of qualified volunteer firefighters; and

WHEREAS, the offering of a pension plan to long-term volunteer firefighters will assist in the recruitment and retention of qualified volunteer firefighters; and

WHEREAS, other states provide pension benefits for volunteer firefighters; and

WHEREAS, the Kentucky Retirement Systems has the duty to protect its qualified defined benefit status;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Kentucky House of Representatives urges the Kentucky Retirement Systems to work with the Kentucky Fire Commission and the Kentucky Firefighters Association to determine the feasibility of offering a pension plan to volunteer firefighters.

Section 2.   The Kentucky House of Representatives urges the Kentucky Retirement Systems to work with the Kentucky Fire Commission and the Kentucky Firefighters Association to obtain a private letter ruling from the Internal Revenue Service to determine the feasibility of offering a pension plan to volunteer firefighters in compliance with its qualified public defined benefit plan status. The Kentucky Fire Commission should pay the cost of obtaining a private letter ruling from the Internal Revenue Service.

Section 3.   The Clerk of the House of Representatives shall send a copy of this Resolution to the Kentucky Retirement Systems, the Kentucky Fire Commission, and the Kentucky Firefighters Association.
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