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A RESOLUTION adjourning the Senate in loving memory and honor of Harold E. Kelley.

With deepest respect and admiration, we pay homage and tribute to Harold E. Kelley, and we pause in silent reverence for his soul.

WHEREAS, Harold E. Kelley was born on March 21, 1921, a native son of the Commonwealth, and a longtime resident of Ashland, Kentucky, and traversed these earthly bounds on December 24, 2005; and

WHEREAS, Harold E. Kelley had a great love for this Commonwealth and his home city of Ashland, and many people considered him the most influential Ashlander of the second half of the 20th Century; and

WHEREAS, Harold E. Kelley was originally from Harlan County, Kentucky and he relocated to Ashland in 1950, when he became a Certified Public Accountant, partnering with Allen Galloway after he graduated from Bowling Green Business University and the University of Louisville Law School; and

WHEREAS, Harold E. Kelley was an accomplished and respected businessman in Ashland and he was responsible for building the Galloway Building, the Ashland Skytower, and the South Point Holiday Inn; and

WHEREAS, Harold E. Kelley was a strong, proud Democrat who had a great affinity for politics, but much of his political work began under the Republican banner, due to a lifelong friendship he started back in college with his roommate, a then-unknown Republican named Louie B. Nunn; and

WHEREAS, Harold E. Kelley became an advisor to Governor Nunn after his election, and the Governor appointed him chairman of the Public Service Commission, and Mr. Kelley went on to work for many Democratic and Republican leaders over the years; and

WHEREAS, Harold E. Kelley served as a member of the Kentucky Racing Commission, the board of the University of Louisville overseers, the Transylvania University Board of Trustees, the Kentucky Society of CPA's, the Kentucky Bar Association, the Kentucky Bar Association Board of Governors, and the American Bar Association House of Delegates; and

WHEREAS, Harold E. Kelley was chosen Outstanding Lawyer of the Year by the Kentucky Bar Association in 1968; and

WHEREAS, Harold E. Kelley helped to accomplish many tasks in the City of Ashland, including reassessment and equalization of all real estate in Ashland, which resulted in fairer taxation and raised the city's tax base 100 million dollars, and he served as an Ashland City Commissioner from 1994 to 1996; and

WHEREAS, Harold E. Kelley served as treasurer of the Gertrude Ramey Children's Home and he worked to raise funds for the Boy Scout Camp at Ona, West Virginia; and

WHEREAS, Harold E. Kelley was a member of the Ashland Assembly of God, the Scottish Rite 32nd Degree, and the Shrine; and he was a Master Mason with Poage Lodge 325, where he was a member for 50 years; and 

WHEREAS, Harold E. Kelley created the Ruie Kennard Kelley Endowment Scholarship at Ashland Community College to honor his late wife and he also donated his home to the school, which was the largest gift Ashland Community College had ever received; and

WHEREAS, Harold E. Kelley proudly served this nation as a member of the United States Army during World War II, where he was an Intelligence Officer in the Pacific Theater; and

WHEREAS, Harold E. Kelley received numerous awards for his courageous service during the war that included the Asiatic-Pacific Theater Ribbon with five Bronze Stars, the Philippine Liberation Ribbon with one Bronze Star, and the Good Conduct Ribbon; and

WHEREAS, Harold E. Kelley was preceded in death by his beautiful and loving wife Ruie Kennard Kelley; and

WHEREAS, Harold E. Kelley was the beloved and loving father of Carol Ann Kelley, Joan Kelley Haeberle, and Elizabeth Lee Kelley Karpowciz; and

WHEREAS, Harold E. Kelley was the loving and proud grandfather of four grandsons, John Andrew Fedde, Clay Kelley Fedde, Bennett Harrison Haeberle, and Mitchell Lee Haeberle; and

WHEREAS, the passing of Harold E. Kelley has left a void that cannot be filled, and he is mourned across the length and breadth of the Commonwealth;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The Senate does hereby express its profound sense of sorrow upon the passing of Harold E. Kelley and extends to his family and friends its most heartfelt sympathy.

Section 2.   The Senate recognizes that Harold E. Kelley was a positive political force for his community and for this entire Commonwealth, and the members further acknowledge his courageous service to this nation during a time of war.

Section 3.   When the Senate adjourns this day, it does so in loving memory and honor of Harold E. Kelley.
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