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A RESOLUTION honoring Kentuckian and Major League Baseball player Chris Burke on MLB Day 2006 in Frankfort.

WHEREAS, Chris Burke was born March 11, 1980 in Louisville, Kentucky, the son of Al and Mary Jo Burke; and

WHEREAS, Chris Burke graduated from Louisville St. Xavier High School, where he earned all-sate honors and was runner-up for the state's Mr. Baseball award in 1998 and was also co-player of the year in the 7th Region on the basketball court; and

WHEREAS, Chris Burke attended the University of Tennessee, where he set school records in nearly every major statistical category and compiled a career batting average of .401 while leading the Volunteers to the 2001 College World Series and garnering an impressive array of individual accolades, including SEC Player of the Year, first team All-American, finalist for the Rotary and Golden Spikes National Player of the Year Awards, and 2001 UT and SEC Male Athlete of the Year; and

WHEREAS, Chris Burke was drafted by the Houston Astros 1st round of the 2001 draft, the tenth player chosen overall; and

WHEREAS, Chris Burke made his major league debut for the Astros on July 4, 2004; and

WHEREAS, Chris Burke hit his first major league home run on June 6, 2005 to break up a no-hitter by future hall of famer Pedro Martinez; and

WHEREAS, the highlight of Chris Burke's rookie season, and one of the most memorable moments in all of Major League Baseball last season occurred when he hit a  walk-off home run in the bottom of the 18th inning against the Atlanta Braves to secure the Astros' victory in the NL Division Series and end the longest post season game in MLB history; and

WHEREAS, Chris Burke continued to be an important cog in the Astros' post season success, homering off NL Cy Young Award winner Chris Carpenter to help the Astros to their first World Series appearance in the club's 45 year history; and

WHEREAS, Chris Burke is the loving husband of the former Sara Pottinger;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the Senate of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   The members of this body, both individually and collectively, do hereby proclaim Chris Burke to be an outstanding citizen of the Commonwealth and an exemplary role model for the young student athletes in the Bluegrass State, and congratulate him on his accomplishments.

Section 2.   The Clerk of the Senate shall forward a copy of this Resolution to Senator Brett Guthrie for presentation to Chris Burke.
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