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AN ACT relating to hardship driver's licenses.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 186.400 TO 186.640 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

As used in Sections 1 to 8 of this Act, "hardship driver's license" means a permit card issued by the Transportation Cabinet, upon written order of a District Court, to a person whose driving privileges have been suspended for any traffic violation other than a violation of KRS Chapter 189A, authorizing the person to operate a motor vehicle in compliance with terms specified by the court.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 186.400 TO 186.640 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
A person whose driving privileges have been suspended for driving under the influence in violation of KRS Chapter 189A may apply for a hardship driver's license under the provisions of KRS 189A.400 to 189A.460.

(2)
A person whose driving privileges have been suspended for any traffic violation under the laws of this Commonwealth, including the Nonresident Violators Compact, other than driving under the influence, may petition the District Court for a hardship driver's license under the provisions of Section 3 of this Act.

SECTION 3.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 186.400 TO 186.640 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
A person who has had his or her driving privileges suspended for any traffic violation other than a violation of KRS Chapter 189A may, at any time following the completion of a license suspension period of not less than ten (10) days, petition the District Court to grant the person a hardship driver's license for the balance of the time his or her Class D operator's license is scheduled to be suspended. The court may grant the person a hardship driver's license if the court finds reasonable cause to believe the suspension would hinder the person's ability to:

(a)
Continue his or her employment;

(b)
Continue attending an educational or vocational institution;

(c)
Obtain necessary medical care;

(d)
Attend a driver improvement program; or

(e)
Attend court-ordered counseling or other court-ordered programs.
(2)
The county attorney shall review each petition to the District Court for a hardship license under this section and may file an objection to its issuance for the court to consider before rendering its decision. The court may issue a hardship license over the objections of a county attorney.

(3)
A person who has been issued a commercial driver's license under KRS Chapter 281A shall not be eligible for a hardship driver's license under this section.

SECTION 4.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 186.400 TO 186.640 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

Before granting a hardship driver's license under Section 3 of this Act, the District Court shall order the person to:

(1)
Provide the court with proof of motor vehicle insurance;

(2)
Provide the court with a written, sworn statement from his or her employer detailing the person's job, hours of employment, and the necessity for the person to use a motor vehicle either in his or her work or in travel to and from work, if the license is sought for employment purposes;

(3)
If the person is self-employed, provide the court the information required in subsection (2) of this section, together with a sworn and notarized statement, under the penalties of false swearing, as to its truth;

(4)
Provide the court with a written, sworn statement from the educational or vocational institution which he or she attends, the class schedule, courses being undertaken, and the necessity for the person to use a motor vehicle in his or her travel to and from the educational or vocational institution, if the license is sought for educational purposes. A hardship license issued for educational purposes shall not allow the person to operate a motor vehicle to participate in sports, social, extracurricular, fraternal, or other noneducational activities;

(5)
Provide the court with a written, sworn statement from a physician, or other medical professional licensed, not certified, under the laws of Kentucky, attesting to the person's normal hours of treatment, and the necessity to use a motor vehicle to travel to and from the treatment, if the license is sought for medical purposes;

(6)
Provide the court with a copy of any court order relating to participation in driver improvement programs, counseling, other programs, or other terms and conditions ordered by a court which require the person to use a motor vehicle in traveling to and from a court-ordered program. The order shall include the necessity for the use of the motor vehicle; and

(7)
Provide to the court any other information it may require.

SECTION 5.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 186.400 TO 186.640 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The cabinet shall, upon written order of a District Court, deliver to a person granted a hardship driver's license a permit card that sets forth the times, places, purposes, and other conditions limiting the person's use of a motor vehicle. The terms and conditions shall specifically identify permitted activities as well as prohibited activities involving the person's operation of a motor vehicle pursuant to the order of the District Court.

(2)
The grant of a hardship driver's license shall be conditioned upon the person having the license in his or her possession at all times during which the person is operating, or is authorized to operate, a motor vehicle.

(3)
The cabinet shall issue a decal to be placed on the rear window of the vehicle to be operated by a person issued a hardship driver's license. Failure to display the decal shall be a Class B misdemeanor.

SECTION 6.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 186.400 TO 186.640 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
A person who has been issued a hardship driver's license shall not operate a motor vehicle at any time or place or for any purpose other than those authorized by the District Court and printed upon the face of the permit card.

(2)
A person who violates the provisions of subsection (1) of this section shall be guilty of a Class A misdemeanor, and shall have his or her regular Class D driver's license suspended for the initial period of revocation plus an additional six (6) months.

(3)
Any person who knowingly assists a person to make a false statement to the court involving a hardship driver's license shall be guilty of a Class A misdemeanor and shall have his or her motor vehicle or motorcycle operator's license suspended for six (6) months.

SECTION 7.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 186.400 TO 186.640 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
All persons shall pay a twenty dollar ($20) service fee upon the filing of a petition with the court for a hardship driver's license. The service fee shall be paid to the Circuit Court clerk and retained by the Circuit Court clerk's office and shall be in addition to the service fee assessed by subsection (2) of this section.
(2)
All persons granted a hardship driver's license under Section 3 of this Act shall pay a service fee to the cabinet. The fee shall not exceed the actual cost the cabinet incurs to issue the permit card and decal or two hundred dollars ($200), whichever is less.

SECTION 8.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 186.400 TO 186.640 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

The Transportation Cabinet shall promulgate administrative regulations governing the service fee required under Section 7 of this Act, application forms, permits and decals, and other information necessary to implement the provisions of Sections 1 to 8 of this Act.
Section 9.   KRS 189A.450 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
All persons shall pay a twenty dollar ($20) service fee upon the filing of a petition with the court for a hardship driver's license under this chapter. The service fee shall be paid to the Circuit Court clerk and retained by the Circuit Court clerk's office and shall be in addition to the service fee assessed by subsection (2) of this section.
(2)
All persons granted hardship driving privileges shall pay a service fee to the Transportation Cabinet in an amount not to exceed the actual cost to the Cabinet for issuing the permit card and decal, but not to exceed two hundred dollars ($200).
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