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SUBJECT/TITLE
 An Act relating to the investigation of traffic accidents

SPONSOR
 Sen. Carroll

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban-County


X
Charter County
X
Consolidated Local



Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 local law enforcement

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS  

SB 17 requires that law enforcement officers request to perform blood and urine tests on all drivers involved in any accident that involves a school bus or results in a fatality.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of SB 17 on local governments is expected to be moderate. The measure requires law enforcement officers request to perform blood and urine tests on all drivers involved in any accident that involves a school bus or results in a fatality. According to the Kentucky State Police's Traffic Collision Facts, there were 898 traffic accidents involving school buses and 854 fatal collisions on Kentucky public roads in 2004.

SB 17 requires that blood and urine tests be performed on all drivers involved in either type of accident. The cost of administering a blood alcohol test is approximately $38-$60, and the average cost of administering a urine test is $188.

Local governments would only be responsible for the costs associated with accidents that fell within their local law enforcement's jurisdiction. It is not known how many accidents would be handled by local law enforcement versus the Kentucky State Police. It is also possible that some cost could be recovered if a defendant was ordered by the court to reimburse local law enforcement for the cost of the tests.
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