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AN ACT relating to water quality planning consolidation on a watershed basis.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF SUBCHAPTER 70 OF KRS CHAPTER 224 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The cabinet shall develop a watershed-based planning program consistent with provisions of the federal Clean Water Act. The watershed-based planning program shall provide for compliance with Clean Water Act planning requirements and shall fulfill provisions of Section 208 of the federal Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C. sec. 1288, which provides for areawide waste treatment management.

(2)
The cabinet, as part of the watershed-based planning program, shall establish planning councils for the following (9) major watershed basins in the Commonwealth:

(a)
Big Sandy; Little Sandy/Tygarts Creek;

(b)
Licking River;

(c)
Kentucky River;

(d)
Salt River;

(e)
Upper Green River;

(f)
Lower Green/Tradewater;

(g)
Upper Cumberland;

(h)
Lower Cumberland; and

(i)
Tennessee/Mississippi Tributaries.

(3)
The planning council for each watershed basin shall be appointed by the secretary and shall include: 
(a)
Representatives of each area development district within the basin;

(b)
A representative of each county with the basin;

(c)
Not fewer than two (2) citizen representatives;

(d)
Representatives for district health departments within the basin;

(e)
A representative of the Division of Water; and

(f)
Other representatives the secretary determines necessary to effect the provisions of this section.


The Division of Water representative and an area development district representative shall alternate chairing the council on a yearly rotation basis.

(4)
The Louisville and Jefferson County metropolitan sewer district and Sanitation District Number One of Northern Kentucky shall each appoint a representative to participate on the planning councils that overlap their service areas and shall be responsible for watershed-based planning within their respective service areas.
(5)
The Kentucky River Authority shall appoint a representative to serve on the planning council for the Kentucky River watershed.
(6)
Area development districts shall provide administrative and technical support to the planning councils, providing funds become available. They shall have the authority to contract engineering and consultant services to provide necessary technical support to the planning councils.
(7)
Each planning council shall prepare a watershed-based plan and submit the plan to the Division of Water for review and approval. The cabinet shall promulgate administrative regulations.
(8)
The cabinet shall promulgate administrative regulations relating to the requirements of subsection (6) of this section and other administrative regulations necessary to effect the provisions of this section. These administrative regulations shall provide direction for the transition from regional facilities planning to a watershed-based planning program.

(9)
The Division of Water and the planning councils shall have authority to accept grants and other funds for planning, personnel costs, water quality improvements, and for promotion of watershed education and outreach programs.
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